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Whole -School News

Aswe look backon a wonderfullybusyand inspiringstart to the SpringTerm,I am filled with pride at the enthusiasm,
talent anddeterminationshownby our pupils.
We launchedthe term in style with our thrilling Housecompetition,ά²ƘƻWants to Bea MathsleteΚέwhere teams
from eachHousebattled it out through a seriesof mathematicalpuzzlesand challenges,demonstratingimpressive
teamwork and problem-solving skills. The atmospherewas electric, and congratulationsgo to Blue House,who
emergedvictorious!
At the end of January,we were delighted to welcome Rocksteadyinto school for an unforgettable day of music-
making. Our pupils truly embracedthe experience,showingconfidence,creativity and flair as they performed. The
school was alive with the sound of music! This creative energy continued during our whole-school Designand
TechnologyDay,when everyclasstook on the challengeof designingand building their own 3D instrumentsbefore
showcasingthem in a recordedmusicvideo. Theresultswere imaginative,innovativeandthoroughlyimpressive.
Sportingexcellencewasalsoon displaylastweekaswe hostedfive schoolsfor the CountyHeatof the LordTaverner's
Table-TopCricketcompetition. It wasa pleasureto seesuchsportsmanshipandskillon show. I am especiallyproud to
sharethat LonsdaleSchoolprogressedto the RegionalFinalsτa fantasticachievement!
Wewere proud to takepart in /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎMental HealthWeek. Duringthe week,we welcomedthe MPsfor Stevenage
andHitchinto our schoolto learnmore abouthow we work in partnershipwith the NHSMental HealthSupportTeam
to support the wellbeing of our pupils. It was a valuableopportunity to showcasethe care and commitment that
underpinsallwe do to ensureour childrenfeel safe,supportedandreadyto learn.
Our pupilshaveenjoyeda rangeof enrichingvisitsthis half term, includingbowlingtrips, shoppingexperiencesanda
visit to a localgardencentreτall valuableopportunitiesto developindependenceandlife skills.
Thereis plenty more to look forward to in March. Whenwe return, we will announcethe winnersof our Storytelling
Challenge. With 2026beingdesignatedά¢ƘŜYearof wŜŀŘƛƴƎέΣwe are excitedto encourageall familiesto take part in
this specialcompetition. We hope manyof you will join in with your childτ further detailscanbe found on pages3
and4 below.
ScienceWeek will take place just before the Easterholidays,culminatingin our whole-schoolScienceFair on 20th
March,wherewe will celebratethe creativity,curiosityandhardwork of all our buddingscientists.
We alsolook forward to welcomingyou to our upcomingparent consultationson 24th Februaryand hope your child
hassignedup for oneof our enrichingafter-schoolclubs.
Most importantly, I hopeyouandyour familyenjoya restful andhappyhalf-term break. Thankyou,asalways,for your
continuedsupportτ it makesa realdifferenceto our schoolcommunity.

ClaudiaThiele,Headteacher

After-School Clubs

If you ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘalready, please check your messages

from schooland follow the sign-up link to registeryour

child for our after-schoolclubs. We are excited to be

offering Cooking,PlaygroundGames,and Dramaτ a

greatchancefor childrento learnnewskills,stayactive,

and havefun with friends. Placesare limited, so please

signup assoonasyoucan!



Please continue to check the school website

regularly for curriculum information, photo

galleries, term dates, homework and more!

Each class has their own page in the secure

ǝćĈĉøùĂĈõĆùõǞǏwhich is where you will find

homework and learning activities.

If you need any help with logging in, please

contact your ÷üýĀøǞćform tutor.

Thank you

https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/
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Upcoming Events

Reminder - Parent 

Consultations are the first 

week back after half term. 

Please book a slot with your 

child's form tutor.

Website Reminder

23 ǭ27 Feb History Week

24 Feb
Parent 

Consultations

5 March World Book Day

9 ǭ13 March Science Week

20 March Science Fair

20 March
Comic Relief 

(Red Nose Day)

24 March
Autism Acceptance 

Day

https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk






Reminders
Please remember we have our

communication lesson (news) every

Monday. Uploading a photo or video to

Tapestry helps your child engage!

Kenya Class

February Update

Our Learning

Coming Up
Kenya Class will be swimming a after half

term. Please remember to label clothes,

send in 2 towels and swim pads for you

child.

This term pupils in Kenya have been

learning about our topic 'Out of this world/

space'. They have been exploring space

through role play, songs such as 'Zoom,

zoom, zoom' and a range of stories, such

as 'Whatever next' and 'Aliens love

underpants'. Pupils have explored shape,

size and developed counting through play.

We have also designed our own aliens,

sorted planets by size and measured

dinosaurs. In Art, we have created

planets, mixed colours and explored a

variety of messy play, including making

alien slime!

Highlights
ÅPupils really enjoyed our corn flour 

session where they explored dry 

and wet textures, then mixed 

colours to make planets. 

ÅOur story 'The dinosaur who 

pooped a planet', which the pupils 

found very funny. 



Reminders
Å Please remember coats for outside play.

Å Please share news through Tapestry or

your child's home-school diary ready for our

communication lesson on a Monday.

Wales Class

February Update

Our Learning

Coming Up

We will begin our topic on animals ready for

the Science Fair at the end of term.

Wales Class have had a busy half term! In English,

we have been exploring three sensory stories to

support our understanding of book reviews by

thinking about the question 'which books did we like

and why?'. In Science, we have been looking at

electricity by using light up and sound switch toys

which has developed our understanding of cause

and effect. We also played the 'Stop, Go' game

which has supported our communication

development. In Maths, we have been developing

our understanding of 'same' and 'different' using

song, rhyme and sensory resources. We have also

been developing our knowledge of numbers 1 to 5

using songs and manipulatives. During History, we

have explored old and new toys through playing and

comparing, as well as learning the BSL signs 'old'

and 'new'. In Computing, we have accessed a

switch to play games on the interactive whiteboard

and have played with the Beebots. In PSHE, we

have used the story 'The Colour Monster' to help us

understand our feelings.

Highlights
ÅWe really enjoyed our sessions on

the bikes, both in the sun and the

rain!

ÅSpending time with Brazil class in

our outdoor area, even dancing in

the rain!



Reminders
Please remember to upload some

photos of the weekend to Tapestry to

help share weekend news in our

Communication lesson on a Monday.

Brazil Class

February Update

Our Learning

Coming Up

After the half term break, we will be

looking at materials ready for our

Science Fair.

Brazil class have loved learning all

about the topic óWhat'sin the Toy

Boxô. In English, we have worked on

our reading and enjoyed reading The

Ugly Duckling as part of our book

review. In Maths, we have been

developing our counting skills, both

forwards and backwards, and loved

acting out '10 in a bed' to help us. In

Science, we have been learning all

about electricity with lights, sound and

movement. In History, we have studied

old and new, using toys, technology

and vehicles! In Computing, we have

used Bee-bots to help us understand

instructions. In PSHE, we have learned

all about our feelings.

Highlights
ÅWe have loved developing our

independent skills by practicing

taking off and putting on coats,

jumpers, hats and socks.

ÅWe have very much enjoyed

getting outside, even having a

dance party in the rain!



Reminders
Your weekend news is really helpful; please

keep adding your entries onto Tapestry.

Mexico Class

February Update

Our Learning

Coming Up

After the half term break, we will be learning

about the Romans, exploring materials and

being safe when we spend time online.

We are looking forward to Spring weather

so that we can do some more forest

school.

We have been very busy and having lots of fun

during this half term! In English, we have been

working on poetry and have done some amazing

work making our own Haiku's. In Maths, we have

been working hard on number and made great

progress with our counting. In Science, we have

been learning how to work with electricity and have

made our own circuits and robots.

In our other subjects, we have learnt about the

Earth, thought about stories that are special to us

and learnt about our local communities.

Highlights
ÅWe have loved having Ella back

with us!

ÅWe enjoyed the Music and DT day,

especially the band.

ÅWe have been doing some great

forest school work, building a fairy

garden.



Reminders
Homework will be sent home on a Friday to be

completed by the following Friday.

Australia Class

February Update

Our Learning

Coming Up

After the half term break, Australia class will

start their swimming lessons. We will also

be getting ready for our Science fair!

Australia Class have had a very busy half term! In

Maths, we have focused on subtraction and finding

groups of numbers. In English, we have been

writing our own autobiographies and developing

our language skills to create alien stories. For

Science, our topic has been Electricity where we

have looked at electrical items and found out if they

are powered by mains or batteries. We then had a

go at creating our own electrical circuits and seeing

if they worked! We have also enjoyed time in the

sensory room and on the magic carpet.

Highlights
ÅWe loved going on our trip to

bowling, everyone was fantastic

and very supportive of their

friends.

ÅWe enjoyed the Music and DT day,

making our own instruments and

then creating a music video with

them.



Egypt Class

February Update

Our Learning

Reminders

Please remember to send your child in
with a pot for Cooking on Mondays.

In Science, the pupils have been learning about the

digestive and circulatory systems. They have learnt the

names of all the organs, including the esophagus, the

gall bladder, the lungs and the blood vessels and their

functions. In English, pupils have completed a speaking

and listening unit. All pupils contributed brilliantly to this

and completed a speech in front of the whole class

about their likes and dislikes. Additionally, we had

watched famous speeches from the past and began to

understand what makes a great speaker. In Maths,

pupils learned about fractions, finding fractions of

amount, equivalent fractions, improper fractions and

mixed numbers. In History, pupils have learned about

many of the terrible punishments people suffered since

the Roman occupation up to the Victorian era, while in

Geography they have studied many aspects about

water, including changing states of matter and the

effects of flooding.

Highlights
ÅMathlete of the Year ǭthe whole

class enjoyed taking part in

this Maths competition.

ÅMusic and DT day ǭ students

enjoyed making instruments out of

junk and recycled materials. They

also loved playing musical

instruments with Rocksteady School

and creating an accompaniment to

the chosen song.

Coming Up

After half term, students will be
looking at Statistics and Geometry in
Maths and independent living in Life
Skills. Egypt class will start their
swimming as well.



Ireland Class
February Update

Our Learning

Reminders

Please continue to remember to use the diary

for communication with school. Also, please

remember to send your child in with a pot for

Cooking on a Tuesday. Thank you.

In Science, the pupils have been learning about the

digestive and circulatory systems. They have learnt the

names of all the organs, including the oesophagus, the

gall bladder, the lungs and the blood vessels and their

functions. In English, the Class have been learning how

to speak in public, including making their own speeches

about themselves and reading a famous speech by

Winston Churchill. They have also been learning about

debating and the skills and rules that are involved in

this. They have all made so much progress and have all

spoken in front of the whole class on a number of

occasions. In PSHE, the class have been learning

about employment and in Life Skills, they have been

learning about what they will need to pay for with the

money they will earn in the future and how to pay for

these things. In PE, they have been doing gymnastics.

This term in KU, pupils have learned about the science

behind the Water Cycle and the effects of flooding

(Geography), while in History they have had a fun time

learning about the gruesome punishments for crimes,

metered out since the Romans, up to the Victorian era.

Highlights
Music and DT day ǭ students

enjoyed making instruments out of

junk and recycled materials. They

also loved playing musical

instruments with Rocksteady School

and creating an accompaniment to

the chosen song.

Coming Up
After the holiday, in English, the Class will be

looking at spelling and grammar. In Life-Skills,

they will continue to learning about finances. In

Maths, they will be learning about 'Money' and

'Property of Shape'. In Science, the class will be

working on the Science Week theme which is

'CuriosityǭWhat's your question?'.



New Zealand  

Class
February Update

Our Learning

Reminders
Please try and read with your child every day.

If you are able to send in a snack for break

times, that would be great.

Another busy half-term in New Zealand Class,

where we have worked hard understanding

settlements in Geography. We now know why early

settlers chose to live where they did and the kinds

of things we need in our towns today. In Science,

we have really enjoyed learning about electricity.

We even wired a circuit to light up a bulb! In

English, we have all made good progress listening

to each other and asking questions. We've found

out lots more about our classmates! In Maths, we

have used number lines to help with adding and

subtracting and have learnt about coins too. Life

skills has been all about getting ready ǭfor school,

bed, holidays, a day trip...

In PSHE, we have thought hard about how to

recognise healthy relationships, both online and

Offline. Finally, in Art, we have produced

some amazing Cubist-style artwork, such as

Picasso portraits, landscapes and Braque birds.

Highlights :

We had a fantastic time on our DT and 

Music Day, where we all made brilliant 

instruments out of old packaging.We 

loved listening to the band from 

Rocksteady Music School and having 

a go at playing their instruments.

Coming Up
After half-term, we will be learning about

Ancient Greece in History, 2D shapes in

Maths and we've got Science Week

coming up too, where we'll be focusing on

curiosity and all the fascinating questions

we can ask about the world ...



Peru Class

February Update

Our Learning

Reminders
- Swimming is now finished for this year for

Peru class.

- Please continue to send in cooking pots on

Tuesday.

- There will be a slight change to the

timetable after half term. New timetables will

be sent after half term.

In Maths this term, we looked at fractions and

decimals. We explored equivalent fractions and

fractions of amounts. We learned about decimals,

and we used them while talking about money.

In English, we have been exploring poetry. We

enjoyed listening to 'The Highwayman' by Alfred

Noyes and looking at rhyming poems. Science

has been electrifying this term! We have made

our own circuits and investigated how voltage

affects a bulb using a data logger. In K&U, we

have been learning about Rainforests. We

learned about the different layers in the

rainforests, what animals live in each layer and

researched different rainforest animals. We also

made our own rainforest in a jar, and we are

looking forward to seeing the results after half-

term!

Highlights
ÅPeru class have enjoyed learning

British Sign Language - hopefully

they can teach you some signs!

ÅThe pupils enjoyed a 'healthy body

and mind' workshop, which

included fruit tasting.

ÅMusic and DT Day was exciting;

the pupils made their own

Boomwhackers and played along

to a song with them.

Coming Up

After the holidays, we will be engaging in

British Science Week, the theme this year

is Curiosity and we already have lots of

curious questions to explore and

investigate.



Venezuela Class
February Update

Our Learning

Reminders
Several of the class share their news on a

Monday, supplemented with photos on

Tapestry. This is a great visual prompt for

those recalling their news and for their peers

asking questions.

In Maths, we have been collecting and displaying data, as well as

practicing our money skills. We enjoyed a visit to the Garden Centre

to buy our morning snack, where we put our skills to the test! In

Science, we have been learning about electricity and have enjoyed

building our own electrical circuits to make light bulbs work.

In English, the pupils have been working on non-fiction talks on a

topic of their own choice. These ranged from pets, to cars, to food and

hobbies. All were successfully delivered to the rest of the class and

invited guests.

In Geography, we have been learning about the history of settlements

and why towns and cities are in specific locations.

Highlights
ÅWe all loved the Rocksteady

School music workshop and

making our own instruments

during the day.

ÅOur trip to Hitchin Garden Centre

was lots of fun. We enjoyed

buying our snacks.

Coming Up

After the holidays, our English topic will be

drama, Maths will be Number & Statistics

and History will be Ancient Greece.



Japan Class

February Update

Our Learning

Reminders
Don't forget to bring a water bottle and snack

every day!

Over half term it would be great if you took

photos of the lovely activities you get up to and

email them to Sarah or Sue! We can share

them as a class once we're all back.

In Maths this term, we looked at fractions and
decimals. We explored equivalent fractions and
fractions of amounts. We learned about decimals,
tenths and hundredths, and we used decimals
while talking about money. Also, we applied our
fraction and decimals knowledge in solving
Functional Skills Maths problems.
In KU, students have completed some AQA/UAS
tasks based on the Titanic events of 1912 ǭ
including the journey, structure of the ship, the
different facilities available to each class of
passenger and possible causes of the disaster.
In Science, we have been studying various body
systems, we learned what happens to our food
when we swallow it, the changes that happen
during puberty and we got to dissect some pig's
hearts.
In English, Japan class were working towards their
Entry Level qualifications and focusing on reading
and writing. They have been making excellent
progress and are keen to sit their exams in the
summer!

Highlights :

We enjoyed creating musical

instruments as part of the Music

and DT day, and performed our

own version of Queen's ''We will

rock you'! We also took part in the

Rocksteady Music Workshop

which was really interesting .

Coming Up

After the holidays:

In Science we will be working towards

Science week ǭwhich at Lonsdale is longer

than a week! The theme is 'Curiosity ǭ

What's your question?'

Parents consultations are on Tuesday

24th Feb - don't forget to book a slot!


