
A huge thank you to all who donated for our 
garden project! We were blown away by your 

generosity with pots, plants and seeds, and 
we raised a whopping £185!!

The money will be used to purchase pots, 
compost, plants and gardening tools to help 
brighten up our outdoor areas. Pupils will be 
planting this Friday – we will update you with 

pictures soon!
Thank you for all your support!

Learning    Lonsdale

Whole School News Information &

Dates for 

your Diary

Pupils return on Tuesday 16th 
April 2024

Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 
2024

Half-Term Holiday 27th to 31st 
May 2024

End of Term Tuesday 23rd July 
2024

Please note that all  EHCP Annual Reviews 
will have the option to be conducted 

remotely via Teams or telephone or can 
be attended in person. A list of dates for 
the academic year can be found on the 

website.

Monday 22nd April 2024



News 

MONKEY CLASS

ALPACA CLASS

DRAGONFLY CLASS

FALCON CLASS

ROBIN CLASS

In English we started to look at what makes a non-fiction recount. 
In Maths we developed our knowledge of height and number 
sequences. In Science we started to look at our new topic- Food 
Glorious Food by brainstorming food products and discussing 
where they come from! In DT we planned our cookies! In 
Geography we used atlases to compare the UK and Russia. We 
enjoyed playing animal games in Forest School with Wombats 
and Sea Turtles.

This week the children have been settling back into their 
school routine. We have begun our farm topic by sharing a 
sensory story. We are focusing on farm transport through 
mark making and printing. Also farm buildings using building 
blocks and textured materials. In Maths we are continuing to 
enjoy our number rhymes and water exploration to focus our 
learning on capacity. The children also enjoyed yoga and 
sensory room.

Monkey Class have worked well on their first week back. 
They have ordered numbers and then pictures by height/ 
length. In English they started learning about diaries and 
looked back on what they have done in the past. In Science 
they started looking at plants, flowers and leaves. In DT they 
enjoyed researching biscuits, looking, tasting, smelling 
and feeling. In PE they worked hard stretching their arms 
and legs in ballet.

Alpaca Class have begun their new topics with great 
enthusiasm. The children are excited to be learning about the 
Great Fire of London in K&U, habitats in Science and using the 
keyboard to type in Computing. They are enjoying the warmer 
weather being able to use the outdoor spaces. In Maths the 
children are learning to count in 2s and in English how to write 
a recount starting with their Easter holiday. They enjoyed 
sharing some of the lovely activities and places visited.

Dragonfly Class  have been learning about looking after insects 
in our environment and have been making a bug hotel in 
our Outdoor Learning lesson. We are continuing our learning 
about consent in PSHCE; learning about the importance of 
asking permission, how to ask for permission, when we can 
give permission and the importance of being comfortable to 
say "no".



HIPPO CLASS

SEA TURTLE CLASS

GORILLA CLASS

VAQUITA CLASS

WOMBAT CLASS

S E CONDAR Y
News 

It was lovely to see everyone again after the holidays. We started the 
week by sharing everything that we did over the Easter holidays. In 
PSHCE, we had some great discussions about diversity and 
discrimination.  We looked at what makes each of us unique and talked 
about how 'weird' it would be if we were all  exactly the same! In History, 
we started our new topic on 'Ancient Egypt' looking at some Egyptian 
artefacts. In Science, the class started their new topic on materials.  In 
Maths, the class  did some tasks on measuring different items. In English, 
we started our drama topic, which was great fun!  In PE, we played some 
tennis.

Welcome back to the Summer Term!  This week we have 
started some new topics. In English we are going to take part 
in some drama, so we played some games around this. In 
Maths, we continue to learn about fractions, and the students' 
recall was amazing!  In Science we  are learning about seasonal 
changes, and we enjoyed a walk to Fairlands to spot some signs 
of Spring!

It's been lovely hearing about all the students' Easter holidays 
and the different things they've enjoyed while they've been off.
We have started our Geography topic 'Our Country', learning 
all about the UK, where we are in the world and different 
aspects of British culture.
On Thursday we were back in the swing of it with Open 
Orchestra! So wonderful to see the students enjoying playing 
their instruments and engaging with each other.

In Science, we began a new unit on Earth where we looked at 
why we have day and night and how it is that we have different 
seasons. In Maths we were looking at time and using analogue 
clocks to help us prepare for our upcoming Functional Skills 
Qualifications. In English we have been having a go at 
Functional Skill level questions to decode the meaning of 
questions and to support the answering of these. In Creative, 
we finished off our upcycledartwork.

Welcome back to all our pupils, and we hope all the families had a 
wonderful break. We hit the ground running with some warm-up 
Maths and literacy basic skills to get the brains working and then 
began some work on analogue clocks. In Science, we started to 
investigate metals that are good for conducting electricity, but first 
had to recap how to make a simple circuit and test for conductors 
and insulators. In Art, pupils learned aboutstone-age cave art and 
made some artefacts.



LYNX CLASS

PANDA CLASS

ELEPHANT CLASS

News 

UPPER SCHOOL

GOVERNORS NEWS

In ICT we have been learning about the layer of a computer 
system. In GSCE English we have been learning how to 
analyse historical against modern text with a given theme. In FS 
English we have been revising writing techniques for purposes of 
text. In Maths we have been recapping our learning of 
Algebra, and in Science we have been recapping our learning of 
the Reactivity Series.

TASMANIAN DEVIL 
CLASS

In TD class, we delved into the history of the Earth and examined 
the characteristics of the first animals that roamed the planet 
millions of years ago. Afterwards, we applied our skills to group 
them accordingly. In English, we are currently focusing on 
improving our functional skills and addressing any areas needing 
improvement. In Geography, we are looking forward to 'Earth 
Day' and exploring the connections it has with climate change.

In Elephant Class, we have learnt about persuasive and non-
persuasive words in English. In Maths, we have been learning 
about the time, sequencing our day and thinking about using the 
words 'before' and 'after'. We have been looking at cause and 
effect programmes in Computing. In Geography we looked at 
where North and South America are and which countries make 
up these continents. We are finishing our season topic in 
our vocational lessons.

L Class have worked hard last week on improving their time-
telling in Maths as well as solving time-related Maths 
problems. They continued also to work towards and prepare 
for their upcoming functional skills examinations. It was 
great to have a member of the class stand up in assembly to 
share what it was like to live with autism. He did this with 
three friends, and everyone at the school found this really 
eye-opening.

Our Governors are working hard with the school on the setting 
of the school budget. This is a challenging job and requires 
everyone's input. They are also supporting the senior leadership 
team to plan ahead for the next school year. Our Governors are 
looking forward to joining some events in the Summer Term and 
continue with their school visits.



B I TS

This week Group 1 and 2 
joined together. They will 

now be working together as 
one group putting together 

all the short pieces they 
have been developing into 
one longer piece ready for 

our performance at the 
Trestle Theatre. There was 

lots of good listening to each 
other and concentrating on 

their part. Well done!



BR I LL I ANT

B I TS

Before Easter we had a short story 
competition for the whole school to 
partake in as a House event.

There were over 45 entries to the 
short story competition.

The overall winner of the 
competition was Tallulah. 
Congratulations!

Please see her winning short-story 
piece on the next page.



BR I LL I ANT

B I TS
Storm’s Journey

By Tallulah

Cold, wet, tired and exhausted they walked along the path through 
the forest. Storm carried on walking for miles, he could hear 
cackling. He suddenly looked down with a face of fear, as if he was 
about to fall into a deep, dark mountain and never come out again. 
When he looked down, the path slowly disintegrated.

He was running as fast as he could, away from the path folding into 
the cold, wet, crusty river. Behind him, he heard howling coming 
from the inside of the path.

He stopped suddenly, paralysed with fear.

He started seeing things, hallucinating feelings of being 
hospitalised. He felt shaky.

Suddenly he fell into a river which was deep and petrifying, his 
heart was racing, he felt like an ocean gasping for breath. He finally 
caught his breath, something was pulling him out of the river.

He tried turning around to see what was pullinghim out. As he 
turned his shirt began to tear. They were starting to lose their grip 
now, only holding on to the string of his shirt.

He began to scream “Help, Help!”

Someone walking past the river heard his screams and ran to get 
help.

Storm kept fighting off the invisible beast, prayingthat the person 
would soon rescue him. Minutes felt like hours. Eventually, in the 
distance, he saw a speed boat…He was saved.



BR I LL I ANT

B I TS

To view our best photos 
from last week, please click 
the link below, where you 
will be taken to the website 
gallery to see a photo album 
for each week:

https://www.lonsdale.herts.
sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gc

atid=12

Enjoy!

https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gcatid=12
https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gcatid=12
https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gcatid=12


MORE INFO

There are a lot of exciting curriculum 
opportunities and events coming up.

Summer Term

Fri 26th April – Wellbeing 
Day: Planting & Picnic
13th – 16th May – Sports 
Week
Fri 17th May – Sports Day
Fri 14th June - Save the 
Children’s ‘Den Day’
17th – 21st June – Sky Arts 
Week
Fri 19th July – Primary Prom
Mon 22nd July – Post-16 
Leavers Prom



MORE INFO



MORE INFO



MORE INFO



MORE INFO

BSL Signs
How well do you know your days of 

the week signs?



MORE INFO



MORE INFO



MORE INFO



MORE INFO



MORE INFO



MORE INFO

Second Hand Uniform

Lonsdale School are keen to promote 
sustainability. If you have any good 
quality, preloved uniform you no longer 
need, you can drop it off at the school 
office in a bag clearly marked 'Second-
Hand Uniform Donation‘. Thank you!

Information about Free School Meals in Herts can be found here:
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-
education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx


WEBS I T E
INFORMATION

Visit the Student Area on our website

www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

You can find lots of activities in the ‘All Sorts of 
Things’ section.

Daily Home Learning Plan can be found in your class 
area for pupils who are not attending school.

Student Area is 
here!

.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

Login to find out more!

Then explore your class area and 
look at ‘Ideas Shared by and for 

Parents’.

Maybe send your feedback?
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