
Learning    Lonsdale

Whole School News Information &

Dates for 

your DiaryParent consultations took place last 
week, which gave a lovely 

opportunity to talk with parents 
about how their child is getting on at 

school.

Some of our new governors will be 
visiting during the next few week to 

see the wonderful learning 
opportunities pupils get. They are 
also meeting for a Full Governing 

Board meeting on Wednesday.

New Everybody Read groups start 
this week with all pupils showing 

good progress.

End of term Thursday 28th March 
2024 – Pupils will go home at 

1.30pm
Staff Inset Day Monday 15th April 

2024
Pupils return on Tuesday 16th 

April 2024
Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 

2024
Half-Term Holiday 27th to 31st 

May 2024
End of Term Tuesday 23rd July 

2024

Please note that all  EHCP Annual Reviews 
will have the option to be conducted 

remotely via Teams or telephone or can 
be attended in person. A l ist of dates for 
the academic year can be found on the 

website.

Monday 4th March 2024



News 

MONKEY CLASS

ALPACA CLASS

DRAGONFLY CLASS

ROBIN CLASS

FALCON CLASS

In English, we started to look at what makes a good story 
ending for our new topic. In Maths, we used jugs to 
measure out water to see which container held more. In 
Science we started looking at Materials and their 
Properties. In History, we looked at our new topic- Ancient 
Egyptians and put a timeline in order. We enjoyed 'buying' 
snacks in Life Skills and creating a 50-word story with 
Wombats and Sea Turtles in TaskMaster.

Robin Class have started this half term exploring the 
seasons, in preparation for Science Week. We started the 
week with 'Serena's seasons' sensory story, our focus this 

week being spring. We decorated spring trees with 
blossom and made a spring sensory bottle. We explored 
spring weather and dressed our class bear in appropriate 
clothing.  In Maths, we have been continuing our number 
rhymes and counting, as well as exploring shapes with a 
shape hunt.

It was lovely to see Monkey Class back and ready for our 
new topics this term. They shared their news well, working 
on building sentences. They listened to the story 'The 

Emperor's New Clothes', discussing characters and story 
order. In Maths, they worked hard counting objects into 
groups and combining them to multiply. They also 
explored temperature, both in Maths and our topic 
'Weather' in Geography. In Science, they have explored 
different materials, ready for science week experiment.

Dragonfly Class have had a lovely first week back and are getting stuck 
into some new topics. In Science, pupils are learning about parts and 
structures of plants and enjoyed an exciting lesson with Mr Perrett! In 
K&U, we are starting to explore the ancient Egyptians, and in Design 
Technology pupils are planning to build their own cam toys. Our 
Creative focus is beat and rhythm in music. We have lots of exciting 
curriculum events over the next few weeks and are looking forward to 
celebrating World Book Day next Thursday.

The children have started  their new Science topic about changing 
materials and their K & U topic based on weather and the water 
cycle. In RE, we looked at what makes up a family, what activities 
they do together and drew our own family. In DT, the children 
have learning about towers. They will  be exploring how to make 
strong tall  structures this half term. In Music, the children enjoyed 
learning to sign the four seasons in a new song.



News 

HIPPO CLASS

SEA TURTLE CLASS

GORILLA CLASS

WOMBAT CLASS

VAQUITA CLASS

S E CONDAR Y

It was lovely to see everyone again after the half term break.  In English, 
we did some work about what everyone did during their week off.  In 
Science, the class started their 'Science Week' topic about the 
seasons.  In Geography, we started our new topic about Whitby in 
Yorkshire, researching where it is and finding out some information about 
it.  In PSCHE, we did some work about our strengths.  In Computing, the 
class started to learn how to use the programme 'Scratch'.  In Geography, 
we compared Whitby to Stevenage, looking at any similarities and 
differences.  In PE, we did some Polybat and Archery.

In English we wrote about Spring, and read a story about a 
messy magpie.  We sorted the rubbish into the different 
recycling bins.  In maths we started our new topic all about 
data, and learnt about tally charts.  In K & U we started a 
new topic about the Stone Age, and also reminded ourselves 
of the Easter story in preparation for our trip on Monday. 
Finally, in science we recapped about the different materials 
and their properties.

Gorilla Class had an amazing week! In English, we had an amazing 
treat...We got to watch Willy Wonka and The Chocolate Factory 
to help us with our topic work. We really enjoyed it!
In Science, we started our new Eco Transport unit, which will be 
fantastic for our science week presentation!
In Open Orchestra, Gorilla  class did some fantastic work on 
instruments. It was wonderful to see the students engaging with 
music and showing off their new skills.

In Science, H class have started their science week project 
on food waste. In art, they finished creating their Pablo 
Picasso inspired faces using oil pastels. In Geography we 
explored the locations of European countries and capitals 
and worked out how we would get from one country to 
another. In History the pupils had fun working in groups and 
creating their own advert for a stone age tool.

This week pupils have been exploring how to construct a story using a 
'story mountain' to help plan out the development of a plot with a 
clear beginning, middle and end that includes a dilemma/problem and 
resolution. In Maths, we explored money challenges using practical 
examples of budgets to spend, checking change and multiples of coins 
needed to make specified amounts. Pupils completed a short 
assessment to establish their level of understanding for materials 
(changes and properties) and we have begun a new Crime and 
Punishment topic - lots of gory bits to follow!



PANDA CLASS

ELEPHANT CLASS

News 

UPPER SCHOOL

LYNX CLASS

GOVERNORS NEWS

This week in TD Class, we have been sharing our half-term news 
and discovering what we have been up to. In English, we have 
been learning how to compose and send emails. In History, we 
have been taking a look into the Mayans and their cultural 
history. In Geography and Science, we have been studying the 
history of the Earth and the impact of cl imate change on the 
evolution of our planet. In ICT, we have been learning about 
Scratch and how to create block coding to build gaming and 
animation programs.

In English, we were analysing a letter about a mother and 
her drug addicted son. In Science, we looked at how 
different elements would react to metal. In Computing, we 
started our new unit in Scratch, learning about the 
different syntax. In PSHE, we learned about information 
about employment. In PE, we played extremely 
competitive Badminton. In Food, we made different types 
of spicy food.

In Maths, we learned about discrete and continuous data. We 
tried to distinguish between them and find the examples of the 
two types of data. We also looked at line graphs and had a go at 
drawing them following the data provided. In Creative, we 
focused on drawing pictures in Picasso style. In Science, we have 
done some investigations about keeping cool (insulation) and 
separating mixtures. We talked about variables in experiments. In 
PSHE we started a new unit on rights, specifically Rights at Work.

TASMANIAN DEVIL 
CLASS

We began listening to Charlie and the Chocolate Factory in English, 
thinking about why characters were given their names.  In Maths, 
we had fun estimating how many cubes long different objects were 
and then measuring them. In Science, we looked at how trees 
change over different seasons. We also looked at seasons for our 
Vocational topic. In RE, we began learning about Christian beliefs. 
We also had great fun cycling this week.

Recently, we were introduced to a school for children with cerebral palsy 
based in Nairobi, Kenya. The school provides services and education to 125 
children and young people much like the pupils here at Lonsdale, only there 
are 18 staff, no NHS to provide equipment, no food at home and stigma 
surrounding disability. Collectively, we were humbled by their situation and 
inspired by the team delivering care and education to these young 
people. Governors are looking at ways we can offer support to our Kenyan 
counterparts through signposting, advice, education plans and low -level 
communication aids. We hope, too, that we will be able to use this 
collaboration as learning opportunity for our students - and ourselves.



B I TS

Tim came in this week to work with 
Lonsdale pupils in the open 

Orchestra sessions. 
The children worked on their start 
and stop playing skills in response 

to a conductor's signal.
They continued to use a variety of 
instruments, including Clarion, to 

play along to a backing track 
representing a river or a stream.



BR I LL I ANT

B I TS

To view our best photos 
from last week, please click 
the link below, where you 
will be taken to the website 
gallery to see a photo album 
for each week:

https://www.lonsdale.herts.
sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gc

atid=12

Enjoy!

https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gcatid=12
https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gcatid=12
https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gcatid=12


MORE INFO



MORE INFO



MORE INFO

Parent Pathways - Free RNIB Trraining

Parent Pathways is a free and informal series of online 
sessions for parents and carers whose child has 
recently been diagnosed with vision impairment. Part 
of the Living Well with Sight Loss series, it is designed 
to give parents the space to learn about and discuss 
some of the important questions that they might have 
about raising a child who is blind or partially sighted. It 
is open to parents or carers of children aged from birth 
to 25 years old. For more information email 
cypf@rnib.org.uk or call 0303 123 9999. Further 
information is available on the RNIB website: 
www.rnib.org.uk/living-with-sight-loss

HPCI 'Autism in Schools' webinar

Following our participation in the 'Autism 
in Schools' project, we are arranging a 
webinar for Parent Carers to showcase 
what has been done so far. We have 
speakers from HCC, ISL, the Local Offer, as 
well as voluntary organisations such as 
ADD-vance, Carers in Herts, Mind Herts, 
SPACE, Autism Hertfordshire, Herts 
Disability Sports Foundation, Potential 
Kids and Families in Focus. The webinar 
takes place on Wednesday 13th March 
2024, 10am-12.30pm. The link for 
registration is below: 
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/eve
nt/855199f1-78d8-45b4-a5d4-
e628740820e5@7364d202-4fbe-4d2e-
bb83-2394fad5a1a8

http://www.rnib.org.uk/living-with-sight-loss
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MORE INFO



MORE INFO

Second Hand Uniform

Lonsdale School are keen to promote 
sustainability. If you have any good 
quality, preloved uniform you no longer 
need, you can drop it off at the school 
office in a bag clearly marked 'Second-
Hand Uniform Donation‘. Thank you!

Information about Free School Meals in Herts can be found here:
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-
education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
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WEBS I T E
INFORMATION

Visit the Student Area on our website

www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

You can find lots of activities in the ‘All Sorts of 
Things’ section.

Daily Home Learning Plan can be found in your class 
area for pupils who are not attending school.

Student Area is 
here!

.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

Login to find out more!

Then explore your class area and 
look at ‘Ideas Shared by and for 

Parents’.

Maybe send your feedback?


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21

