
Learning    Lonsdale

Whole School News Information &

Dates for 

your Diary
The last week of the half term was 

exciting.
On Valentine's Day, there was a primary 

disco in the morning and a secondary 
disco in the afternoon. Pupils enjoyed 

the music, dancing and some Valentine's 
Day treats.

Everyone was looking forward to the 
break by Friday.

We are now looking forward to the new 
half term. Educational trips and visits will 

re-start, and there are several events 
coming up in March, like World Book Day 
and Science Week. So watch this space!

End of term Thursday 28th March 
2024 – Pupils will go home at 

1.30pm
Staff Inset Day Monday 15th April 

2024
Pupils return on Tuesday 16th 

April 2024
Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 

2024
Half-Term Holiday 27th to 31st 

May 2024
End of Term Tuesday 23rd July 

2024

Please note that all  EHCP Annual Reviews 
will have the option to be conducted 

remotely via Teams or telephone or can 
be attended in person. A l ist of dates for 
the academic year can be found on the 

website.

Monday 26th February 2024



News 

MONKEY CLASS

ALPACA CLASS

DRAGONFLY CLASS

ROBIN CLASS

FALCON CLASS

The highlight of the week was the Valentine Disco! The 
children iced their biscuits and made cards in Creative. We 
finished our Space Topic by acting out the planets orbiting 
the Earth. In Maths, the children used the vocabulary 
'greater, less and equal' to compare two numbers. In 
English, the children were excited to receive a reply to their 
letter posted to the Aliens!

Falcon Class: In Literacy, we enjoyed l istening to the Princess and 
the Pea story and answering comprehension questions.In 
Numeracy, we used scales to weigh objects and put them in 
order. In Geography, we discovered the parts of a river and how 
flooding occurs. We enjoyed looking at careers in the hospitality 
sector in Life Skil ls by booking hotel rooms and making beds. We 
enjoyed the 'Love Your Heart' workshop with Wombats and Sea 
Turtles and learning how to perform CPR.

Very fun week with Pancake Day and Valentine's day. The 
students designed a face pancake, then had a race. The 
children enjoyed the Valentine Disco, also making a card and a 
flower to take home. The children consolidated their learning 
on playing with and building different vehicles. In Science 
they enjoyed experiments, looking at glow in the dark stars 
and making bubble planets with bicarbonate of soda, food 
colouring and vinegar.

This week has been a week of love and kindness in 
Robin Class. We started the week Zooming to the moon 
to finish our Space Topic. We then used hearts to 
practice our shape recognition and counting. The class 
made some lovely heart art in Creative. Some of us 
chose to go to the Valentines Disco. In PSHE, we chose a 
friend to work and play with to practice our sharing and 
friendship skills. And in Cooking we made some 
American pancakes to share with our families.

Dragonfly Class had a fantastic week finishing off our letters 
from Space! The class wowed us with their typing skills and 
worked so hard. We all enjoyed celebrating Pancake Day on 
Tuesday and Valentine's on Wednesday – especially the 
disco and the cards that were given and received. On 
Friday, we played some class games using the new 'magic 
mirror' and had a lot of fun working as a team. Have a 
lovely half term!



News 

HIPPO CLASS

SEA TURTLE CLASS

GORILLA CLASS

WOMBAT CLASS

VAQUITA CLASS

S E CONDAR Y

In English, the Class continued to do work on their computer game 
by planning the 'World' or setting of their game.  They then used 
'Paint' to design this on the computer in Computing.  In Maths,  
they did some fun Valentine activities. In RS, they learnt about 
Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday and Lent.  They also made some 
lovely cards for their Valentine!  They loved the Valentine's 
Disco!  Another exciting activity was the Basic Life Support  
workshop during which we learnt how to give CPR, how to use a 
defibrillator and how to put someone in the recovery position.

We have concluded our Poetry module this week by writing some 

Villainous Verses & then enjoyed the BBC adaptation of Ronald 

Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes. In RE, we learnt about a Sikh festival, 

Vasaihki. Our D&T project is progressing well; this week the wings 

have been attached to the front of the penguins & the pupils 

looked for loose threads on the front of their work, which needed 

sewing in. They enjoyed the Valentine’s festivities in school this 

week!  On Thursday, we enjoyed a visit from SSF and DiPPS for a 

workshop on basic life support.

Another busy week has flown by. On Monday, pupils practised 
their part in the assembly and delivered their words brilliantly 
– all about the story of St. Valentine. It was very romantic :) In 
English, they created their own mythical creature based on 
the Ancient Greek stories and will write their own back stories 
to the beasts.  In Maths, they identified right angles and the 
hypotenuse (bit of Pythagoras!) on triangles. Happy half term!

Gorillas have finished writing their own poems in English. 
They worked really hard to come up with creative, special 
things to put in their magical boxes.
In Maths, our class have gained so much confidence with 
weighing objects.
For an end of half term treat they did a science 
experiment creating cup and string phones!

Another busy week in Hippo Class.  During the Maths 

sessions pupils looked at Statistics. The students learned 
that they could represent data in different ways including 

bar charts, pictograms and line graphs.  Also, they enjoyed 

Valentine’s Day Maths activities. They enjoyed the Valentine 
Disco this week and had great fun choosing some songs.



PANDA CLASS

ELEPHANT CLASS

TASMANIAN DEVIL 
CLASS

News 

UPPER SCHOOL

LYNX CLASS

GOVERNORS NEWS

We will use the following page over the next 
weeks to introduce our Governors to you.
Please read on to find out a bit more about a 
member of our Governing Body this week.

We had lots of fun this week during the Disco which took place 
on Wednesday afternoon. In Computing, we started our new Unit 
"Programming in Scratch" where we looked at Variables and 
Functions. In Science recapping on functional groups. In Maths, 
we recapped all the Algebraic topics that we have learned over 
this term. In English we were practicing our writing skills 
by writing "a letter to my son who is a drug addict"

Lynx enjoyed the Valentine Disco this week and had great fun 
choosing some songs. They also had a go at dissolving in Science 
and finished off their PSHCE unit with a quiz. In Maths, pupils 
looked at Statistics. The students learned that they could represent 
data in different ways including bar charts, pictograms and line 
graphs.  Also, they enjoyed Valentine’s Day Maths activities. 
In Creative students tried to sketch one of the chosen 
Picasso's  piece of art.

We have had lots of fun making up silly poems 
using onomatopoeia in English. In Maths, we have been 
consolidating our learning of halves and quarters. In 
Science we made string telephones and in History we 
had a go at weaving, like the Anglo-Saxons. We also 
finished our Sound Unit in our Vocational lessons, 
clapping out rhythms and using tambourines.

This week, TD Class has been working hard to complete and finalise 
their topic work. In History, we learned about Howard Carter's 
emotions when he discovered the remarkable Tutankhamun's Tomb 
and wrote diary entries to express our understanding. In Geography, 
we investigated the effects of Chernobyl and how it impacted 
Eastern Europe. In English, we have been enhancing our spelling and 
writing skills, and it's making a significant difference. Lastly, in Art, 
we dived into the Mayan Cultures and explored the use of masks to 
represent the dead and pay tribute to them.



N I C K L A

Lonsdale Governors

in focus

T

Responsibilities/Committees:
Resources Board

I was previously a Governor at Lonsdale for just over 
eight years to 2015. In that time, I was very involved in 
the arrangements moving the school to its current 
location, particularly the finances and affordability. I am 
a Chartered Accountant and currently spend most of my 
time providing back-office finance, governance and 
administration services, mainly in the not-for-profit 
sector. I am also a Trustee of a local Mencap.
My son, Freddie, was also at the school for ten years. His 
favourite pastime these days is running, including (at the 
time of writing) three London marathons with 
aspirations for more. He is also a Mythbuster for 
Mencap, promoting inclusivity for those with a learning 
disability.
I look forward to contributing again and working with 
the other governors helping the management team and 
staff provide the best education and support for the 
Lonsdale pupils and wider community.

HAM



BR I LL I ANT

B I TS

To view our best photos 
from last week, please click 
the link below, where you 
will be taken to the website 
gallery to see a photo album 
for each week:

https://www.lonsdale.herts.
sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gc

atid=12

Enjoy!

https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gcatid=12
https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gcatid=12
https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gcatid=12
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Second Hand Uniform

Lonsdale School are keen to promote 
sustainability. If you have any good 
quality, preloved uniform you no longer 
need, you can drop it off at the school 
office in a bag clearly marked 'Second-
Hand Uniform Donation‘. Thank you!

Information about Free School Meals in Herts can be found here:
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-
education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
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WEBS I T E
INFORMATION

Visit the Student Area on our website

www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

You can find lots of activities in the ‘All Sorts of 
Things’ section.

Daily Home Learning Plan can be found in your class 
area for pupils who are not attending school.

Student Area is 
here!

.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

Login to find out more!

Then explore your class area and 
look at ‘Ideas Shared by and for 

Parents’.

Maybe send your feedback?
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