
Learning    Lonsdale

Whole School News Information &

Dates for 

your Diary

Last week, we celebrated Children's Mental 
Health Week. Charlotte, a Mental Health 

trainee NHS Nurse, brought workshops to the 
school, which many classes enjoyed. These 
focused on 'Your Voice Matters' to highlight 

that everyone's opinion and views are 
important and need to be heard.

On Friday, there were LGBT+ assemblies in 
primary and secondary to celebrate diversity 

and inclusion.

Our after-school sports club is going well this 
half term, and pupils are enjoying table-top 

cricket.

Half Term 19th to 23rd February 
2024

End of term Thursday 28th March 
2024 – Pupils will go home at 

1.30pm
Staff Inset Day Monday 15th April 

2024
Pupils return on Tuesday 16th 

April 2024
Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 

2024
Half-Term Holiday 27th to 31st 

May 2024
End of Term Tuesday 23rd July 

2024

Please note that all  EHCP Annual Reviews 
will  have the option to be conducted 

remotely via Teams or telephone or can 
be attended in person. A l ist of dates for 
the academic year can be found on the 

website.

Monday 12th February 2024



News 

MONKEY CLASS

ALPACA CLASS

DRAGONFLY CLASS

ROBIN CLASS

FALCON CLASS

In Literacy, we enjoyed listening to the Frog Prince story and 
answering comprehension questions. In Numeracy, we looked at 
weighing objects and estimating which one is heavier. In Science, 
we looked at history of space travel and designed our own space 
craft. In Geography, we looked at UK rivers and what sea they run 
into. We enjoyed writing out instructions to make squash in Life 
Skills and bringing board games to life in Taskmaster with Sea 
Turtles and Wombats.

Alpaca Class have been learning about Day and Night and the 
rotation of the Earth in Science. They used theirknowledge 
to draw a Day and Night picture in their Computing lesson. In 
Maths, the children have worked with number lines to find 
missing numbers. In PHSCE, the children practiced giving 
complements. During the Outdoor Learning, the pupils 
collected twigs, leaves and seeds which they used after to 
make a number line.

This week Robin Class have continued learning about Space. 
They have played parachute games to support their 
understanding of the Earth spinning. The children have been 
learning about day and night using torches and star 
projectors. In PSHE, they have revisited The Colour Monster 
story and sorted colours into feelings jars. They enjoyed 
making playdough and using it to make their very own colour 
monsters. In Maths, the pupils have been looking at size with 
the help of the duck family.

Monkey Class have been learning about Day and Night, 
being the Sun, Earth and Moon and rotating the Earth to see 
when it is Day or Night. In Maths, the children have worked 
on both adding a subtracting and using this knowledge to 
weigh how heavy or light an object is. In History, they looked 
at the history of flight, made a hot air balloon and paper 
airplanes, testing if they would fly. In PE, pupils created a 
dance using props.

Dragonfly Class had a fantastic week continuing to learn 
about the water cycle with a practical experiment. We were 
very impressed with pupils using the words 'evaporation' 
and 'precipitation'. In Science, pupils focused on the planets 
and had lots of fun ordering them and learning their names. 
A highlight of the week was being 'game testers' for F, W & S 
classes – where we got the test board games brought to life! 
There were lots of giggles, costumes, and ample team spirit.



News 

HIPPO CLASS

SEA TURTLE CLASS

GORILLA CLASS

WOMBAT CLASS

VAQUITA CLASS

S E CONDAR Y

In English, the class have  performed 'Who has seen the wind?', 
outside on a breezy day. We recorded each person, and 
they loved seeing and hearing themselves on the screen. We are 
hoping to use these in assembly next week. In 
Geography, we have compared the human geography of both 
Whitby & Stevenage. The D & T project is going well - this week 
they attached beaks to their handwarmer penguins & robins. The 
class also attended a workshop on the theme of Mental Health 
Week.

Hippos have worked really hard this week. In RE, they learnt about 
Gurdwaras as part of our Sikhism topic. In History pupils learned 
about Tudor punishments and the sorts of crimes the Tudors would 
commit. In PSHE, they talked about mental health and how our voices 
matter as part of Children's Mental Health Week. In Science, the 
students learned about sound and completed their  own decibel 
experiment. Pupils tested various sounds such gurgling, whispering 
and Miss Bradbery's car horn! In cooking they made White Chocolate 
Blondies which were very tasty! It has been a great week!

In English, we are designing a computer game. Last week, we started by 
deciding what ourcharacters were going to be in the game by describing 
them and then in Computing, we used Paint to start designing them.  On 
Tuesday, the Class took part in a Children's Mental Health Week workshop 
discussing things that make them happy.  We continued the conversation in 
class about the importance of everyone having someone they can trust to talk 
to if they need to. After, we had a bit of fun playing some games of large 
Snakes and Ladders!  In Science, we played some musical instruments as part 
of our lesson on Sound. In Creative, we made pieces of jewellery out of clay.

In English, the Gorilla's have been working hard using a 
range of adjectives to describe the magical boxes they 
created. In Maths, they have been looking at 
measurement and matching the numbers to measure 
the correct amount. For Mental Health Week, we have 
focused on things we are proud of. It has been 
wonderful to see their ideas.

In Maths, pupils used their skills in fractions/dividing and 
sharing to work out the exit route from the labyrinth. In 
English, they have learned more about the story of St. 
Valentine in preparation for an assembly on Monday (12th). 
For the Ancient Greek topic work, we have explored the 
history of Alexander the Great and pupils were  working out 
the extent of the empire and comparing it to where current 
sovereign countries are located.



PANDA CLASS

ELEPHANT CLASS

TASMANIAN DEVIL 
CLASS

News 

UPPER SCHOOL

LYNX CLASS

GOVERNORS NEWS

We will use the following page over the next 
weeks to introduce our Governors to you.
Please read on to find out a bit more about a 
member of our Governing Body this week.

We have been having fun making up silly sentences using 
alliteration in English. In Maths, we made Rockpool 
Fractions, dividing them into halves and quarters. In 
Science, we categorised natural and human-made sounds. 
We learnt about Anglo-Saxon gods and goddesses in 
History. During our Computing lesson we have been 
learning how to take videos.

Another great week in Lynx Class. In Maths, we continued 
focusing on money and giving change from £1, £2, £5, £10; 
thinking of budgeting and why it is important. We have also tried 
to fill in a cheque and completed some Functional Skills questions 
involving money. In Vocational, we continued exploring Greek 
gods, goddesses and their powers. In Creative, we looked at 
the different Picasso paintings and chose the one we would like to 
paint.

Well done to all students in TD Class, you have worked 
extremely hard and continuously looking at ways to excel!

We started off by looking at the comparable differences of 
culture in Eastern European cities, then stopped in Egypt to 
see how the Ancient Egyptians wrapped the dead. In 
Creative, we finished off our Bronze Age Jewellery which has 
pride of place in the TD Museum.

In Computing, we learned about sequencing in Scratch which is a 
programming software. In Functional Skil l English some of us have been 
learning about purposes of text. In GCSE English, some of us have been 
learning how to infer, compare and contrast in texts. In Function Skil ls 
Maths, we have been further developing our money skil ls and learning 
to write cheques. In GCSE Maths, we have been developing our skil ls 
and learning how to solve the value of X. In PSHE, we played Articulate 
to develop our understanding of mental health as it is Children's Mental 
Health Week.



MORE INFO

Elliot had an amazing day at 
Stevenage FC last Sunday, 

when he was one of the team 
mascots.

He had the opportunity to 
meet all the players, Boro Bear 
& was even interviewed on ITV 

Anglia with Nathan!



KOF O I B

Lonsdale Governors

in focus

I

Responsibilities/Committees: 
Safeguarding and Pupil Welfare Board

I have recently joined Lonsdale School as a Safeguarding Governor.
I consider myself to have a unique set of skills. I am a mother of three 
lovely boys. My oldest has a diagnosis of global developmental delay and 
has attended a special needs school since year 3. I studied Economics as 
a first degree and have a Masters in Money, Banking and Finance. I 
trained as an Investment Analyst; however, after having my son, my 
priorities and outlook on life changed. I decided to train as a social 
worker. On qualification, I began working in Statutory services within 
safeguarding & support and court.
In 2013 February, I left the Local Authority and set up my own company. I 
work with Local Authorities providing care and support for vulnerable 
children and adults. I also work with early years education providing care 
and education in line with the EYFS. Over the years, I have gained vast 
experience in Financial Management and Business Sustainability, Human 
Resources and Employment Rights, Safer Recruitment and Health and 
Safety Regulations. I have applied knowledge of Regulatory 
Requirements.
I am undertaking a Professional Doctorate in Social work and Social Care 
at the Tavistock & Portman NHS Trust. I am therapeutically trained and 
have a keen interest in quality assurance, Leadership Coaching and 
Organizational functioning.
I look forward to sharing my combined knowledge, skills, and experience 
with the governing board at Lonsdale School in order to aid effective 
Leadership and Management of the School and enhance the experiences 
of its pupils.

T OY E



BR I LL I ANT

B I TS

To view our best photos 
from last week, please click 
the link below, where you 
will be taken to the website 
gallery to see a photo album 
for each week:

https://www.lonsdale.herts.
sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gc

atid=12

Enjoy!

https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gcatid=12
https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gcatid=12
https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gcatid=12


B I TS

Gorillas have been really enjoying 
exploring the instruments this week! 
Many of students have now taken an 

interest in specific instruments which is 
amazing to see. We are excited to 

continue exploring next week, so we can 
begin creating melodies and patterns.

Group 1 and 2 Played a game identifying 
high and low before working on 

establishing a bass line for our melody. 
Some pupils tried different instruments 

this week with one pupil using two hands 
to play two parts on a keyboard!
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WEBS I T E
INFORMATION

Visit the Student Area on our website

www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

You can find lots of activities in the ‘All Sorts of 
Things’ section.

Daily Home Learning Plan can be found in your class 
area for pupils who are not attending school.

BS L
Challenge yourself to a fingerspelling wordsearch.
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MORE INFO

Second Hand Uniform

Lonsdale School are keen to promote 
sustainability. If you have any good 
quality, preloved uniform you no longer 
need, you can drop it off at the school 
office in a bag clearly marked 'Second-
Hand Uniform Donation‘. Thank you!

Information about Free School Meals in Herts can be found here:
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-
education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
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WEBS I T E
INFORMATION

Visit the Student Area on our website

www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

You can find lots of activities in the ‘All Sorts of 
Things’ section.

Daily Home Learning Plan can be found in your class 
area for pupils who are not attending school.

Student Area is 
here!

.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

Login to find out more!

Then explore your class area and 
look at ‘Ideas Shared by and for 

Parents’.

Maybe send your feedback?
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