
Learning    Lonsdale

Whole School News Information &

Dates for 

your DiaryMiss Gregor was seconded to take up an 
Assistant Headteacher role from February to 
July 2024. Miss Gregor will work with the 
middle and senior leadership teams to 
further develop the curriculum and the 
school. We are sure you will join us in 
congratulating Miss Gregor to her 
secondment.

Voice in a Million rehearsals started on 
Friday, with those pupils attending 
thoroughly enjoying the songs in preparation 
for the show on the 20th March.

Our Post16 pupils are working with colleges 
to start their transition. Eleven pupils will be 
leaving school in July to start their journey 
after Lonsdale.

Half Term 19th to 23rd February 
2024

End of term Thursday 28th March 
2024 – Pupils will go home at 

1.30pm
Staff Inset Day Monday 15th April 

2024
Pupils return on Tuesday 16th 

April 2024
Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 

2024
Half-Term Holiday 27th to 31st 

May 2024
End of Term Tuesday 23rd July 

2024

Please note that all  EHCP Annual Reviews 
will  have the option to be conducted 

remotely via Teams or telephone or can 
be attended in person. A l ist of dates for 
the academic year can be found on the 

website.

Monday 5th February 2024



News 

MONKEY CLASS

ALPACA CLASS

DRAGONFLY CLASS

ROBIN CLASS

FALCON CLASS

Monkey Class have continued to work hard on their non-
fiction books, finding out information. In Maths, they have 
worked on subtraction and weighing. They have used 
their measuring language well of heavy and light. In 
Science, they explored the blow-up planets and the order 
from the sun, dressing up as astronauts. They also started 
learning about day and night with a story 'Back down to Earth 
with a Bump'. In History, they explored trains.

Alpaca Class have been creative this week. In Art, they 
sketched 'moon rocks' and in Computing used Paint to 
design spaceships. The children found out about the first 
moon landing and how astronauts prepare to go into 
space and what they need to survive. In K&U they named 
different transport and sorted which would be best for a 
long or short journey.

In Literacy we enjoyed listening to the Little Red Riding Hood 
story and answering comprehension questions. In Numeracy, 
we looked at multiplying numbers and reading clocks. In 
Science, we looked at the planets and used toilet roll to 
measure the distance between each one. In Geography we 
looked at the UK Seas. We enjoyed acting out good and bad 
manners in Life Skills and making mobiles in Forest School 
with Sea Turtles and Wombats.

Robin Class have started learning their new topic 'Earth and 
Space' using the story 'Back to Earth with a Bump'. This has 
helped them to learn about 'night and day' and light and dark'. 
The children enjoyed using torches and star lights in a darkened 
tunnel. They have continued their winter theme and made bird 
feeders to help the birds during the cold weather. In Maths, 
they have been using coloured water in bottles to help them 
understand 'more'. They have also enjoyed using the Magic 
Mirror this week.

Dragonfly Class had a great time learning about how 
shadows move due to the Earth's rotation. We all loved 
dressing up in lab coats for the experiment! In Art, pupils 
started to learn about traditional African masks and design 
their own, which will be completed next week. We 
finished making our pizza designs on Friday and are very 
impressed with some unusual flavours!



News 

HIPPO CLASS

SEA TURTLE CLASS

GORILLA CLASS

WOMBAT CLASS

VAQUITA CLASS

S E CONDAR Y

In English, we continued to learn about poems, and we wrote our 
own poem about the sea.  We  are also learning to recite the 
poem "Who has seen the wind?"  In Geography, we identified 
features on maps that were the same / different in Stevenage 
and Whitby, whilst in RE we learnt that people who practice 
Sikhism worship in the Gurdwara. In Science, we continued our 
sound work, completing two experiments – one about 'How does 
sound change over distance', and the second making our own 
string telephone!

In Maths, we have been looking at adding and subtracting decimals 
using money. We learned that we could use subtraction or addition 
when giving change from £1, £5 and £10.
In Science, we looked at the parts of a flower and pulled apart tulips 
to look at their female and male parts and we also learned about 
pitch in our sound topic. In creative we learnt about abstract art. In 
English, some of us completed mock exams and some of us looked 
at giving advice or instructions. In PSHE we learnt about committed 
relationships and what a committed relationship look like.

In English, we finished looking at The Emperor's New Clothes by creating a 
storyboard and doing some comprehension work on it.  In Computing, the 
Class created a picture of Mr Smiley using Paint. In Creative, students 
finished their caveman drawings and created an amazing display. In Science, 
they continued to learn about the ear, labelling the main parts.  In History, 
we learnt about a day in the life of a prisoner during the Victorian period.  In 
PSCHE, we had some great discussions about all the many diverse families 
that people live in.  We also did some preparation for our assembly on the 
Chinese New Year by creating some collage lanterns or colouring in dragon 
heads.  In PE, we did some Dance.

It's been a brilliant week in Gorilla Class. We have continued our 
poetry work in English and designing our own boxes to help us with 
our writing. In Maths, we have focused on measurement and 
comparing different weights.
Our Science topic has been very engaging. We have been exploring 
sounds which are near or far away from us.
In K&U we designed our own cars, inputting different features to 
make them amazing.

This week, pupils have investigated types of angles and 
used them to complete ancient Greek shields. In English, 
they compared the characteristics of Theseus and The 
Minotaur. In Science, The Sound topic has continued. 
They investigated how sound travelled after making string 
telephones, while in Geography, they compared the 
Athenians to the Spartans.



PANDA CLASS

ELEPHANT CLASS

TASMANIAN DEVIL 
CLASS

News 

UPPER SCHOOL

LYNX CLASS

GOVERNORS NEWS

We will use the following page over the next 
weeks to introduce our Governors to you.
Please read on to find out a bit more about a 
member of our Governing Body this week.

In Maths, we have been looking at adding and subtracting 
decimals using money. We learned that we could use subtraction 
or addition when giving change from £1, £5 and £10. We have 
also looked at Functional Skills tasks involving money.In Creative, 
we looked at Picasso’s paintings and chose the ones we would 
like to make. During our Vocational sessions we continued 
studying Greek gods and goddesses. In PSHE, we explored rights 
and responsibilities.

In English, we wrote poems about our senses, thinking about 
our journey to school and when we're at school. In 
Maths, we sorted halves and quarters. In Science, we 
matched pictures with their sounds. We listened to animal 
noises, musical instruments and vehicle sounds. In 
History, we explored Anglo-Saxon artefacts with a virtual 
museum tour. For our Vocational lessons, we have made 
posters encouraging people to recycle.

In English this week, we have been writing film reviews with 
interesting facts about their favourite characters. In Art, we 
moved on to creating Bronze Age jewellery and the Class had 
a messy time recreating the wonderful artefacts. In History, 
we have been looking at The River Nile and the importance 
of its source to Egyptians past and present. In Geography, we 
have been looking at how climates differ around the world 
and why.

In English, we look at "Crime and Punishment". In Maths, we 
worked on solving equations finding the value of "X". In PE, 
we played "Handball". In UAS, we worked on our own 
individual tasks. In Cooking, we cooked cheese and onion 
pastries. In PSHE, we discussed sexualisation in Media.  In 
Science, we refreshed ourselves on Alkanes and Alkenes. In 
IT, we did our Assessment on functions and Conditional 
Formatting.



P E T E R T

Lonsdale Governors

in focus

A

Responsibilities/Committees:
Resources Board

With over 20 years of corporate HR experience, I 
have held senior roles at a number of global multi-
national corporations, in addition to HR consultant 
work supporting early start up biotech, gene therapy 
and small pharma companies. I hold a bachelor's degree 
from the University of Westminster and am a Fellow of 
the Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development.
I am the co-founder of HR Circle. I have over 25 years’ 
experience as an HR leader in the corporate world, most 
recently in the biotech and life science sectors. My idea 
in setting up HR Circle in 2007 was to use my extensive 
experience to bring a blue-chip quality approach to 
smaller employers, who don’t always have access to 
large teams or budgets. My HR superpower is being able 
to take complex commercial decisions and follow 
through with an empathy and professionalism that 
makes them look simple. I am a great networker and 
enjoy connecting with businesses from all over the 
world. Away from work, I enjoy sailing and being by the 
water.

Y LOR



BR I LL I ANT

B I TS

To view our best photos 
from last week, please click 
the link below, where you 
will be taken to the website 
gallery to see a photo album 
for each week:

https://www.lonsdale.herts.
sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gc

atid=12

Enjoy!

https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gcatid=12
https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gcatid=12
https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gcatid=12


B I TS

Gorillas have been really enjoying 
exploring the instruments this 

week! Many of students have now 
taken an interest in specific 

instruments which is amazing to 
see. We are excited to continue 
exploring next week, so we can 

begin creating melodies and 
patterns.

Group 1 and 2 had visitors from 
Herts Music Service come to see 

them in action. They were very 
impressed. These groups 

continued to work on their new 
melody.
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WEBS I T E
INFORMATION

Visit the Student Area on our website

www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

You can find lots of activities in the ‘All Sorts of 
Things’ section.

Daily Home Learning Plan can be found in your class 
area for pupils who are not attending school.

BS L
Challenge yourself to a fingerspelling wordsearch.
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Second Hand Uniform

Lonsdale School are keen to promote 
sustainability. If you have any good 
quality, preloved uniform you no longer 
need, you can drop it off at the school 
office in a bag clearly marked 'Second-
Hand Uniform Donation‘. Thank you!

Information about Free School Meals in Herts can be found here:
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-
education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
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WEBS I T E
INFORMATION

Visit the Student Area on our website

www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

You can find lots of activities in the ‘All Sorts of 
Things’ section.

Daily Home Learning Plan can be found in your class 
area for pupils who are not attending school.

Student Area is 
here!

.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

Login to find out more!

Then explore your class area and 
look at ‘Ideas Shared by and for 

Parents’.

Maybe send your feedback?
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