
Learning    Lonsdale

Whole School News Information &

Dates for 

your Diary

Last week, our Governors had their Strategic Day 
at Lonsdale. They were working together to set 
up the school's new Strategic Plan. They looked 
at all the wonderful things that staff and pupils 
would like to keep, improve or introduce at 
Lonsdale. We would also like your input as 
parents. If you have not yet had the opportunity 
to have your say, please use the link below to 
send us your thoughts and ideas about what you 
would like to see at the school:

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/KISSFeedbackS
urvey/

In other news, the Open Orchestra sessions are 
much enjoyed by the participating pupils. A new 
group is now starting to grow the Lonsdale 
Orchestra. We have purchased a new sound desk 
for the school, which will make recording, 
playing and mixing music not only much easier 
but also fun.

Half Term 19th to 23rd February 
2024

End of term Thursday 28th March 
2024 – Pupils will go home at 

1.30pm
Staff Inset Day Monday 15th April 

2024
Pupils return on Tuesday 16th 

April 2024
Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 

2024
Half-Term Holiday 27th to 31st 

May 2024
End of Term Tuesday 23rd July 

2024

Please note that all  EHCP Annual Reviews 
will  have the option to be conducted 

remotely via Teams or telephone or can 
be attended in person. A l ist of dates for 
the academic year can be found on the 

website.

Monday 29th January 2024

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/KISSFeedbackSurvey/
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/KISSFeedbackSurvey/


News 

MONKEY CLASS

ALPACA CLASS

DRAGONFLY CLASS

ROBIN CLASS

FALCON CLASS

Monkey Class have continued their good work on Planets in Science, 
looking at describing colour and craters. They got rather messy making 
craters in flour and creating the dust on different planets. They have 
continued to work on their non-fiction book, choosing pictures and 
writing a sentence. In Maths, they have worked on adding one more 
and using this to measure. In PE, they looked at moving in different 
directions  and using props (scarves). In History, they looked at the 
difference between old and new cars then some pupils used this 
knowledge in play to build their own car.

Falcon Class: In Literacy, we enjoyed listening to the Rumpelstiltskin 
story and answering comprehension questions. In Numeracy, we 
looked at subtracting numbers and reading clocks. In Science, we 
looked at what stars are and the constellation names and in 
Geography, we discussed the different stages of the water cycle. We 
enjoyed writing instructions to wash clothes in Life Skil ls and 
completing healthy eating workshop with Sea Turtles and Wombats.

This week Robin Class have continued their 
theme of Winter in ways that interest them. 
They have been sharing winter rhymes including 
'On a cold and frosty morning'. We have made ice 
in the freezer and our very own snow. In Math we 
have been focusing on 'more' and have played 
Math's Musical Statues to support our counting.

Alpaca class have been busy. The children enjoyed participating in 
a sensory story ' The Rainy Day'. In Science, they explored the 
different phases of the moon. In Creative, they used different 
tone pencils to create a moon picture. In English, they wrote a 
letter to an alien and described the planet they created for a 
display. In Math, they were identifying 10s and 1s in teen 
numbers. In PE, they had fun travelling in different ways. During 
the K&U session they looked at travelling in the past. They made 
delicious pizzas in DT.

Dragonfly Class had a fantastic week continuing their space 
exploration! We focused on night and day, and how they caused due 
to the Earth's rotation. Pupils enjoyed using torches and balls to 
become the Earth, Sun and Moon to demonstrate their 
understanding. In English, we continued looking at letter writing and 
structuring sentences. Pupils really enjoyed making their pizzas in DT, 
with more to come on Friday, and evaluations to follow. In 
Geography, we are getting to grips with the water cycle, and are 
looking forward to some upcoming experiments to test evaporation.



News 

HIPPO CLASS

SEA TURTLE CLASS

GORILLA CLASS

WOMBAT CLASS

VAQUITA CLASS

S E CONDAR Y

This week, pupils have continued with their Topic work 
about Ancient Greece. They have learned about types of 
triangles and how these related to architecture and 
they located historic landmarks around the Greek and 
Turkish territories. In Science, we investigated how to 
change pitch by making models of pan pipes with straws.

We started the week by acting out the tale of The Emperor's  New Clothes  in 
English.  In Math, the Class continued to work on Shapes – looking at examples of 
2D shapes in school envi ronment. In Computing, we continued to learn about 
Algori thms by giving our partners  instructions about how to create a Mr Potato 

Head! In History, we started to learn about The Terrible Tudors and the horri fi c 
punishments their criminals were subjected to!  In PSCHE, we s tarted to have 

some great discussions about all of the different types  of loving relationships  you 
can have (family, friends  etc) and the elements  that they should all  include (eg 
love, kindness and care).  We also took part in the great Healthy Eating workshop, 

creating our own healthy kebabs.

This week has been full  of music and fun! We started our Open 
Orchestra project and it was incredible seeing the students explore and 
enjoy a range of different instruments. We have also been having 
Musical Science lessons with our topic...Sound! We have enjoyed 
exploring vibrations using drums and even our own vocal cords!
It has been lovely getting to grips with weight: l ight, heavy and balance 
in Math. The students have been doing some bril liant work!

In English, we looked at rhyming words in poetry. On Thursday, we took part 
in a  really exciting workshop about healthy eating, we looked at the Eat Well 
plate and we got to try some different types of fruit such as bananas and 
s trawberries. In Geography, we continued our Topic about Whitby, and we 
looked at map symbols. In DT, we continued to make our handwarmers and 
we used a  sewing machine. In PE, we pretended to be Superheroes and 
danced to the Superman song! In PSHE, we talked about kind and unkind 
behaviours and ta lked about bullying and how this might make someone 
feel, we also discussed who to talk to if we feel we are being bullied.

In Science, Hippo Class learnt about pollination as part of the 
Reproduction Unit. In Creative, they continued with a different 
style of Art each week and looked at abstract art inspired by 
Wassily Kandinsky. During the Math session, students focused on 
converting between pound and pence. In PSHE we continued our 
topic on healthy and unhealthy relationships, we discussed the 
factors of an unhealthy relationship and how this might affect 
people. In RE we continued our topic on Sikhism, we looked in 
more detail at beliefs, equality and charity.



PANDA CLASS

ELEPHANT CLASS

TASMANIAN DEVIL 
CLASS

News 

UPPER SCHOOL

LYNX CLASS

GOVERNORS NEWS

We will use the following page over the next 
weeks to introduce our Governors to you.
Please read on to find out a bit more about a 
member of our Governing Body this week.

This  week we have had a blast, we s tarted off with Science and we 
del ivered our presentations about how we hear and how/where does 
sound travel.
In Art, we s topped at the Ancient Egyptians Hieroglyphs which lead to 
interesting questions about the Egyptians. In History, we continued this 
discussion about Egyptian Artefacts and whether students could work out 
what they were, eg Canopic Jars, Coffins, Jewellery etc.
In Geography, we had a European Counties and Ci ties Quiz, and it was 
amazing to see how much we could remember.

We have continued to learn about fractions in Maths, 
working out quarters of shapes. In English, we have 
written rhyming poems. We investigated loud and quiet 
sounds in Science. In History, we discovered what Anglo-
Saxon villages were like and created our own village 
scene. We also read a story about a runaway iceberg in 
our vocational lesson on Climate Change.

This week, during our Math sessions we focused on recognising 
coins and converting between pound and pence. In Creative, we 
looked at different periods in Picasso's painting and discussed 
which media is our favourite. In Vocational, we looked at Gods 
in Ancient Greece.
In Science, we made an instrument out of junk that could produce 
sounds or music. During PSHE, we discussed the LGBTQ community 
and how we can be allies of them.

In Science this week, we were learning about viscosity. 
In Computing,  we have been learning how to use 
conditional formatting when learning how to use 
spreadsheets. In GSCE Maths, we have been learning 
how to factorise complex quadratic expressions. In 
Functions Skills Maths, we have been developing our 
understanding money. In PHSE/RSE, we have been 
learning about consent within relationships.



J UL I E R

Lonsdale Governors

in focus

E

Responsibilities/Committees: 
Safeguarding and Pupil Welfare Board

Hello, I am Julie, and I am a mother of a grown-up son, 
who is away at university in Nottingham. This is my first 
term as a Governor, and I am really looking forward to 
this challenge.
I work for Children’s Service in Hertfordshire County 
Council, and I am responsible for overseeing the 
Commissioning of SEND services within Hertfordshire 
and working together with key stakeholders and 
partners to improve these services. I work in partnership 
with professionals and families to plan, co-produce and 
commission quality, sustainable services with a focus on 
child-centred outcomes and reducing inequalities for 
children, young people and their families.
I am hoping my experience will put me in good stead to 
work with the governors and management team in 
providing the best education and outcomes for the 
children and young people at Lonsdale

DD I SH



BR I LL I ANT

B I TS

To view our best photos 
from last week, please click 
the link below, where you 
will be taken to the website 
gallery to see a photo album 
for each week:

https://www.lonsdale.herts.
sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gc

atid=12

Enjoy!

https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gcatid=12
https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gcatid=12
https://www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=187&gcatid=12


B I TS

This week we welcomed a new 
Group to Open Orchestra. They 

used the session to explore lots of 
different instruments.

Group 1 practised their new 
musical phrase  from last week and 

developed a short performance. 
Group 2 focused on developing 

their skills to control dynamics and 
learn a new rhythm.

We are really excited to share that 
we have new equipment to link our 

Clarion ipads to room speakers 
allowing the pupils to hear 

their performance more clearly.
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WEBS I T E
INFORMATION

Visit the Student Area on our website

www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

You can find lots of activities in the ‘All Sorts of 
Things’ section.

Daily Home Learning Plan can be found in your class 
area for pupils who are not attending school.

BS L
Challenge yourself to a fingerspelling wordsearch.
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ASL Alphabet
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Second Hand Uniform

Lonsdale School are keen to promote 
sustainability. If you have any good 
quality, preloved uniform you no longer 
need, you can drop it off at the school 
office in a bag clearly marked 'Second-
Hand Uniform Donation‘. Thank you!

Information about Free School Meals in Herts can be found here:
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-
education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx


MORE INFO

Get the help that fits your family, so you can 
juggle work and life

Thousands of families could be saving money on their childcare 
costs. But some simply don’t know what support they might be 
eligible for. The Childcare Choices website brings together all 
the existing childcare offers in one place, so parents can get 
the help that fits their family. This could be through Tax-Free 
Childcare, 30 Hours Childcare, or Universal Credit Childcare. 
Some families might be eligible to use more than one childcare 
scheme together and get the most out of it. And from next 
year even more help is on the way:

• From April 2024, eligible working parents in England with 
children aged 2 will have access to 15 hours childcare.
• From September 2024, the 15 hours childcare offer will be 
expanded to eligible working parents in England with children 
between 9 and 23 months old.
• From September 2025, eligible working parents in England 
with children between 9 months up to school age will have 
access to 30 hours childcare.

Support is also expanding for primary-school aged children, 
from September 2024, parents are expected to see an 
expansion in the availability of childcare in their local area 
before and after school, between 8am and 6pm, also known as 
‘wraparound care’. Don’t miss out on getting the support you 
are entitled to.

Visit the Childcare Choices website to check what offer you 
might be eligible for and sign up to the newsletter to get the 
latest updates about the childcare support expansion.

Visit: https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
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WEBS I T E
INFORMATION

Visit the Student Area on our website

www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

You can find lots of activities in the ‘All Sorts of 
Things’ section.

Daily Home Learning Plan can be found in your class 
area for pupils who are not attending school.

Student Area is 
here!

.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

Login to find out more!

Then explore your class area and 
look at ‘Ideas Shared by and for 

Parents’.

Maybe send your feedback?
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