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Whole School News Information &

Dates for 

your Diary

Christmas Fair and Carol Concert
Last week, the whole school joined in a Christmas-
themed Day on Friday, with the Christmas Fair in the 
afternoon. Pupils had the opportunity to do some 
shopping as well as play some Christmas-themed games. 
The Fair raised £217, which will go back to the pupils for 
curriculum opportunities.
Another highlight was the Carol Concert on Thursday 
evening. About 70 guests enjoyed an evening of carols 
accompanied by the brass band, who visit Lonsdale every 
year.

14/15th December 2023 – 
Primary Christmas Plays

19th December 2023 – Christmas 
Dinner at Lonsdale

20th December 2023—End of 

Term, Pupils go home at 1.30pm

8th January Inset Day, Pupils 
return on 9th January 2024

Please note that all EHCP 
Annual Reviews will have the 

option to be conducted 
remotely via Teams or 
telephone or can be 

attended in person. A list of 
dates for the academic year 

can be found on the website.

Monday 11th December 2023

Toyshed and Foodshed Donations
Thank you so much to everybody who kindly donated to our 
toy appeal and our Reverse Advent. All items have now been 
delivered to the charity's HQ and will be distributed to those 
in need shortly. Your kindness will make a big difference to 
families this Christmas.



News 

MONKEY CLASS

ALPACA CLASS

DRAGONFLY CLASS

ROBIN CLASS

Christmas has been the theme of the week in Robin class. In 
English we read and joined in with 'Santas busy Christmas eve 
sensory story'. In maths we have been counting snowballs and 
measuring Christmas trees. We have been practicing our 
Christmas play and enjoyed visiting the Christmas fair to play 
games and spend our money, some of us chose gifts for family.
Yoga gave us time to relax and stretch and in music we completed 
our Christmas gifts while l istening to Christmas music.

This week in Monkey Class we have been very busy practicing our 
Christmas play, learning lines and songs. We have been 
completing Christmas Maths activities and listened to the 
Christmas story.
The children enjoyed creating a shadow puppet theatre show with 
animals. In PE they worked on ball skills and worked well in yoga.
The Christmas Fair went well, with everyone choosing presents for 
family.

Alpaca class have had a busy week.  We have enjoyed practising 
our songs and lines for our Christmas performance this week. We 
have finished our moving Christmas cards in D&T.  Everyone had a 
wonderful time at the Christmas fair and enjoyed all  the activities 
provided.  We had fun decorating our room and putting up the 
Christmas tree.  We worked hard in English completing our 
comprehension work.  We also wrote our inserts for our 
Christmas cards.

Dragonfly Class have worked hard last week to practise their 
Christmas play. This week is their special performance on 
Friday, where they are all looking forward to perform to the 
whole school in the dress rehearsal and then to parents 
after their break. They also really enjoyed taking part in the 
Christmas Fair last Friday. They played the games and 
completed some of their Christmas shopping.

In Literacy we have been practicing our Christmas Performance and 
are looking forward to performing it this week. In Numeracy we 
developed our understanding of 2D and 3D shape properties and 
tall ies. In Science we looked at transparent, translucent and opaque 
and which made the best shadow. We enjoyed being a production 
l ine and making cards for the Christmas Fair and were excellent in 
manning the stall  and helping other pupils. We enjoyed Taskmaster 
with Wombats and Sea Turtles completing a Christmas Quiz.

FALCON CLASS



News 

HIPPO CLASS

SEA TURTLE CLASS

GORILLA CLASS

WOMBAT CLASS

The Wombats enjoyed revisiting the Christmas Story and used our set 
of knitted Nativity figures to arrange the stable scene.  This was good 
preparation for their visit to our local church where they were told 
the story by Mary & Joseph, the shepherds & the wise men. This 
included craft activities & singing, and we were presented with a star 
to hang up in our classroom.  We had a sticky but fun morning 
following instructions to make a melted snowman. The children did a 
great job in our class assembly last week, all about Advent. We had a 
great time at the pantomime – Oh, yes we did!!         

We began the week last week by putting up our Christmas tree!  In 
Science, the class has been learning about muscles.  In Computing, they 
learnt about stereotypes and the media. In PSHCE, we learnt about 
helpful and unhelpful thoughts.  We talked about how these different 
thoughts make us feel.  The students then designed a 'Thought 
Superhero', which lives in their head and fights against unhelpful 
thoughts!  In Geography, we learnt about France, and we also learnt 
some French words.  On Thursday, we had a lovely Christmas-themed 
day making Christmas cards and ornaments as well as enjoying the 
Christmas Fair.

This week has been very busy with lots of Christmas -themed 
activities, including making decorations for the school fair. They 
attended this on Thursday, and lots of gifts were bought and 
activities were completed. In English, we continued with the next 
chapters of 'The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas', and the story is making 
its way to its conclusion. Pupils learned that Father has planned for 
Bruno, Mother and Gretel to return to Berlin, and Bruno has to 
contemplate leaving his friend Shmuel behind. The TTRockstar 
challenge continues to be a success, with pupils competing fiercely.

VAQUITA CLASS

S E CONDAR Y

This week Gorilla Class finished the story , Kensuke's Kingdom, in 
English. They reviewed the book, and it was good to see what they 
could remember about the story, which they have heard over the last 
couple of months. In Science they have been looking at similarities & 
differences between human and animal bodies. They have also 
enjoyed some more seasonal activities such as some Christmas Maths 
challenges, and they had a very sticky morning following instructions 
to make a melting snowman.

The Hippos have had a great week! On Monday we continued our topic on 
Whitby, we compared the human geography in Stevenage and Whitby. In 
PSHCE, we had some discussions about consent, healthy relationships and 
how babies are made, which led perfectly into our learning in Science 
and which was related to the male and female reproductive systems. On 
Thursday we had a really exci ting, day where we made preparations for our 

Chris tmas Fair, we made 'Pin the tail on the Rudolph' and 'Pin the nose on 
the Rudolph', we watched 'Elf' whilst we made them to get us in a  
Chris tmas mood, the Christmas Fair was lots of fun! On Friday we joined 

with Falcon Class to help them with their Maths.



PANDA CLASS

ELEPHANT CLASS

TASMANIAN DEVIL 
CLASS

News 

UPPER SCHOOL

LYNX CLASS

GOVERNORS NEWS

This week has flown by with the start of our Christmas activities such 
as the Christmas Fair, the annual Christmas movie and decorating the 
classroom, which looks all festive and bright.
The highlight this week was Science, where we have been looking and 
comparing healthy and unhealthy diets and investigating why 
Olympians need to obtain so many calories for their sport. We 
discovered a Sumo Wrestler eats 20,000 calories a day and a Chess 
player burns 6,000 calories in a chess match through mental 
performance. WOW!

We will use the following page over the next 
weeks to introduce our Governors to you.
Please read on to find out a bit more about a 
member of our Governing Body this week.

This week in English we delved into persuasive techniques 
and looked at how they can be used to make an argument 
or point of view convincing, using the famous Martin 
Luther King 'I have a dream' speech as an example. In 
PSHCE we looked at gender stereotypes in relation to 
staying safe in relationships. WE worked hard in Maths and 
Science, but we also had some time enjoying the Christmas 
Fair on Friday.

Lynx Class had a fantastic week. This week in Maths, we were 
focusing on multiplication of 2- and 3-digit numbers by 1-digit 
numbers. During the VO sessions, we looked at different Greek 
artists, and we created a fact fi le about the painter we liked the 
most. Also, we had lots of fun making Christmas decorations and 
decorating our classroom. During Science, the class explored the 
colour spectrum further and started work on puppets so they can be 
manipulated to create shadows.

This week we looked at relationships in PSHCE and decided 
what similarities and differences are between friendships 
and romantic relationships. We decorated our classroom 
and prepared for the Christmas Fair, which we really 
enjoyed last Friday. We also worked hard in Maths and 
English last week.



S IMON T H

Lonsdale Governors

in focus

O

Responsibilities/Committees:                Par
ent Governor, Resources Board

In the summer of 2023, I took on the role of a 
Parent Governor at Lonsdale. I am the proud 
father of three children, one of whom is currently 
in the primary years at Lonsdale. Just like any 
parent with a child who has additional needs, our 
primary aspiration is to see them achieve their 
utmost potential. For many of us in this situation, 
the school our children attend plays an integral 
role in helping them realise their full potential.

I am enthusiastic about the opportunity to 
contribute to moulding the school's future and 
ensuring that the perspectives and ideas of 
parents are actively acknowledged and heard. I will 
try my hardest to advocate for all parents, 
ensuring that each of our children reaps the 
benefits of the high-quality education that 
Lonsdale provides.

MP SON
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Visit: https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/

Could you stop brothers and sisters from being 
separated in care?

We urgently need people to consider fostering sibling groups 
and would love to speak to you about becoming a foster carer 
with us. More than half of brothers and sisters in care in 
Hertfordshire have to be separated, and these siblings face 
feelings of loneliness and fear. We would particularly welcome 
applications from teaching staff as we know your experience 
suits sibling groups.
Watch a clip of our new short film – All Alone – to demonstrate 
how siblings can give each other comfort and support at a time 
of uncertainty: https://youtu.be/MsBR2JR9TAo
Our foster carers receive generous pay and allowances plus 
comprehensive training and local support. To find out more 
about fostering, visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/fostersiblings , 
call us on 0800 917 0925 or email 
fostering.recruitment@hertfordshire.gov.uk

https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
https://youtu.be/MsBR2JR9TAo
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/fostersiblings
mailto:fostering.recruitment@hertfordshire.gov.uk
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ASL Alphabet
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Second Hand Uniform

Lonsdale School are keen to promote 
sustainability. If you have any good 
quality, preloved uniform you no longer 
need, you can drop it off at the school 
office in a bag clearly marked 'Second-
Hand Uniform Donation‘. Thank you!



MORE INFO

Get the help that fits your family, so you can 
juggle work and life

Thousands of families could be saving money on their childcare 
costs. But some simply don’t know what support they might be 
eligible for. The Childcare Choices website brings together all 
the existing childcare offers in one place, so parents can get 
the help that fits their family. This could be through Tax-Free 
Childcare, 30 Hours Childcare, or Universal Credit Childcare. 
Some families might be eligible to use more than one childcare 
scheme together and get the most out of it. And from next 
year even more help is on the way:

• From April 2024, eligible working parents in England with 
children aged 2 will have access to 15 hours childcare.
• From September 2024, the 15 hours childcare offer will be 
expanded to eligible working parents in England with children 
between 9 and 23 months old.
• From September 2025, eligible working parents in England 
with children between 9 months up to school age will have 
access to 30 hours childcare.

Support is also expanding for primary-school aged children, 
from September 2024, parents are expected to see an 
expansion in the availability of childcare in their local area 
before and after school, between 8am and 6pm, also known as 
‘wraparound care’. Don’t miss out on getting the support you 
are entitled to.

Visit the Childcare Choices website to check what offer you 
might be eligible for and sign up to the newsletter to get the 
latest updates about the childcare support expansion.

Visit: https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
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WEBS I T E
INFORMATION

Visit the Student Area on our website

www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

You can find lots of activities in the ‘All Sorts of 
Things’ section.

Daily Home Learning Plan can be found in your class 
area for pupils who are not attending school.

Student Area is 
here!

.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

Login to find out more!

Then explore your class area and 
look at ‘Ideas Shared by and for 

Parents’.

Maybe send your feedback?
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