
Whole School News Information &

Dates for 

your Diary
Get-Work-Ready Day

On Monday, we welcomed ELSA and various companies 
to Lonsdale for a Get-Work-Ready Day. Key stage 4 and 5 
pupils joined in a day of workshops to explore what 
companies offer their employees, which pathways are 
possible, and they engaged in some mock interviews in 
the afternoon.

Poppy Appeal

Thank you to everyone who donated. We raised just 
under £55 to support The Royal British Legion through 
the Poppy Appeal.

Christmas is coming!

Next week we are looking forward to our in-school 
Christmas Fair on Thursday. We also hope to see many of 
you join us for the Carol Concert on 7th December. You 
are welcome to arrive from 6.30pm onwards. The 
concert will start at 7pm.

7th December 2023 – In-school 
Christmas Fair for all pupils and 

Christmas Carol Concert for 
families and friends in the evening 

(info sent home)
14/15th December 2023 –

Primary Christmas Plays
19th December 2023 – Christmas 

Dinner at Lonsdale
20th December 2023—End of 

Term, Pupils go home at 1.30pm

Please note that all EHCP 
Annual Reviews will have the 

option to be conducted 
remotely via Teams or 
telephone or can be 

attended in person. A list of 
dates for the academic year 

can be found on the website.

Monday 4th December 2023



News 

MONKEY CLASS

ALPACA CLASS

DRAGONFLY CLASS

ROBIN CLASS

Monkey Class have been very busy rehearsing our Christmas play 
along with Alpaca and Robin Class. They are beginning to join in 
well with the songs and actions. This week we continued the 
letter theme in English, reading 'The Jolly Christmas Postman'. 
They learnt more about landmarks around the world and created 
their own pyramid using bricks. In Science, they worked well 
continuing to learn about light and shadows. In RE we continued 
our theme of belonging, talking about belonging to a community.

Alpaca Class have had lots of fun continuing to investigate light 
and shadow, last week focusing on the symbolism of light in 
religion and learning about advent. In Geography pupils explored 
Scotland and enjoyed learning about famous landmarks and the 
Loch Ness monster! In Maths pupils worked with number bonds 
using tens frames, bead strings and word problems and continued 
their work on shape. We had a lovely PSHCE lesson on 
Friday, where we shared future goals and aspirations.

Dragonfly Class are in the Christmas spirit and are enjoying all the 
rehearsals and learning to sign the songs in our show! We are 
finishing our RE unit on symbolism in religion, and pupils have loved 
the stories from other cultures and religion. In Science, we 
investigated how we see things and how light travels and reflects. 
In our Creative lessons, we have been working with clay to 
make some lovely decorations to sell at the Christmas fair, and in 
English pupils have been using computers to write Christmas 
messages for loved ones. Look out for the messages coming home!

In Literacy we wrote our informal postcards and posted them. In 
Numeracy we developed our understanding of division and 
positional language. In Science we looked at light travelling in 
straight lines and what makes the best shadow. In History we 
learned what foods Anglo-Saxons ate, and we liked trying mead and 
homemade bread. We enjoyed working out in FitKidz, and we 
enjoyed working with Wombats and Sea Turtles in Taskmaster to 
invent a new word!

FALCON CLASS

Robin Class started the week learning about animals that hibernate 
and enjoyed the story 'Don't hog the hedge'. They continued to 
learn about what clothes to wear in the cold weather with the help 
of games on the interactive white board. They started rehearsing 
their Christmas play and enjoyed making numbered posters for the 
play in Maths. At the end of the week, they began decorating 
the classroom for Christmas and used their counting skills to find 
out how many decorations they had for our tree.



News 

HIPPO CLASS

SEA TURTLE CLASS

GORILLA CLASS

WOMBAT CLASS

We have had a rather busy week in Hippo Class! On Monday we had 'Get 
Work Ready' day, people from different companies came in to talk to us 
about what they do in their jobs. In Science we continued to learn about 
reversible and irreversible changes, we carried out some experiments and 
made a form of plastic and we also created carbon dioxide which blew up a 
balloon! In ICT, we have continued to learn how to input data into 
spreadsheets using formulas. In PSHCE, we discussed family structures and 
challenged each other's views that were shared in our previous PSHCE lesson. 
This week, some of us also participated in a House Boccia tournament, there 
is another tournament next week, too! We also decorated the classroom and 
Christmas tree on Friday afternoon!

Last week, in English, the class learnt about nouns and did some activities 
related to these. They also did some work on how to use a dictionary.
In Science, they learnt about healthy teeth. In RE, they learnt about 
Muslim pilgrimages, and they also learnt about Advent. They made a 
Christingle. In PSCHE we continued to learn about puberty. In 
Geography, we recapped on the different climates of the world and 
researched where different animals live in the world and used a map to 
plot whether they live in cold or hot climates. In PE, we played some 
Boccia and did some Archery.

Gorillas & Wombats had a joint K&U lesson where they learnt about the 
meaning of Advent. They each made a table decoration with a candle 
representing 'light in the darkness' & evergreen foliage. In their English 
lesson on Kensuke's Kingdom, they heard about Michael's 'Best Picture 
of the World' and then shared what they thought the best things in 
their world are – everyone mentioned home & family. In Science, they 
are continuing to find out more about the body & made a cardboard 
'elbow joint' showing how the muscles work together.

The run-up to Christmas is upon us, so lots of activities are 
seasonally themed, but with links to the overall curriculum. In 
addition, pupils have been active scientists by creating non-
Newtonian liquids (think slime with cornflour and food colouring –
see pictures) and testing the capacity of well-known brands 
of nappies/continence pads to see how much water they can 
absorb in 100ml increments (thanks, Leo, for the resources!). We 
then investigated the materials inside to see how this was achieved.

VAQUITA CLASS

S E CONDAR Y

Wombats & Gorillas had a joint K&U lesson where they learnt 
about the meaning of Advent. They each made a table 
decoration with a candle representing 'light in the darkness' & 
evergreen foliage. In RE, Wombats concluded their work on 
Pilgrimage by going on a 'special journey' of their own around 
the school. In Science we went on a bone hunt and recreated a 
human skeleton with our findings! In Maths we continue to 
learn about volume & capacity and telling the time.



PANDA CLASS

ELEPHANT CLASS

TASMANIAN DEVIL 
CLASS

News 

UPPER SCHOOL

LYNX CLASS

GOVERNORS NEWS

In Maths we have been continuing to factorise binomials in 
Algebra. In FS Maths, we have been learning methods to solve 
multiplications. In English we have been learning to write non-
fiction texts, such as reviews. In FS English we have been 
developing our writing by learning synonyms and using adjectives. 
In Chemistry we have been learning about Hydrocarbons and 
Covalent Bonding. In PSHCE/RSE we continue to learn about gang 
culture.

We enjoyed reading 'The Gruffalo' and sequencing the story in 
English. We also created our own woodland scene and thought of 
a short story to go with it. In Maths, we learnt about 
multiplication and grouping. We had fun learning about 
Tutankhamun in History. In Science, we learnt about the functions 
of different parts of our skeleton – protection, movement 
and support.

We will use the following page over the next 
weeks to introduce our Governors to you.
Please read on to find out a bit more about a 
member of our Governing Body this week.

In Maths, we welcomed back Mrs Piekarz, and she was very impressed 
with the work and effort we have been putting in. In English, we are 
continuing to hone in our Speaking and Listening Skills with doing 
some filming for our qualifications. In Geography, we have been 
comparing the lives of how Ecuadorian and British people live, types of 
habitats and resources. In History, we are deepening our knowledge of 
the World War and what impact it had. In Science we have been 
exploring the heart as well as the roles blood cells play.

Lynx Class had a great day on Monday for the work 
experience day and enjoyed meeting the various visitors.
In Science, they learnt about refraction and the colour 
spectrum of light and in IT continued with the spreadsheet 
unit.
In Maths, the classes practised questions on previous 
functional skills papers. In English they enjoyed writing 
letters using the correct format and language.



KAT I E B

Lonsdale Governors

in focus

Y

Responsibilities/Committees: Safeguarding and 
Pupil Welfare Board, REP Panel

My name is Katie Byrne. I have been Governor for the last 13 years 
at Lonsdale School. I was a pupil previously at the school. I live in 
Letchworth, independently in my bungalow, with help from my 
personal assistants and my care agency. I have a disability, but I get 
around in my electric wheelchair and live life to the full. I have 
recently completed my degree at the University of 
Hertfordshire studying to be a Special Needs teacher. This is brought 
a lot of challenges, because I now realise that I really want to help 
students with disabilities to reach their full potential regardless of 
their disabilities.
I feel that as a Governor I do understand how to make sure students 
to be independent without their disability becoming the focus, and 
the fact that I can show the students that you can live 
independently in your own home with support, and this perhaps 
gives them a goal to achieve themselves in the future. I really do 
enjoy my volunteering as a governor because I like to know that I 
have helped the school become a great school that it is, and I feel 
very welcome and part of the team at Lonsdale and a valued 
member of the school.
I think it is good that I can show parents and students that disability 
does not mean you can’t do anything; it means you can because I 
have done it myself. Also, students and parents are more than 
welcome to send me emails with any questions they might have 
regarding disabilities, leaving school, going to college, leaving home 
and living independently/with support. I am more than happy to 
try and help them in the best way I can by giving them my 
perspective.

R N E
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in for brilliant bits 

from this week at 

Lonsdale

B I TS



MORE INFO



MORE INFO



MORE INFO



MORE INFO

Second Hand Uniform

Lonsdale School are keen to promote 

sustainability. If you have any good 

quality, preloved uniform you no 

longer need, you can drop it off at the 

school office in a bag clearly marked 

'Second-Hand Uniform Donation‘. 

Thank you!



MORE INFO

Get the help that fits your family, so you can 
juggle work and life

Thousands of families could be saving money on their childcare 
costs. But some simply don’t know what support they might be 
eligible for. The Childcare Choices website brings together all 
the existing childcare offers in one place, so parents can get 
the help that fits their family. This could be through Tax-Free 
Childcare, 30 Hours Childcare, or Universal Credit Childcare. 
Some families might be eligible to use more than one childcare 
scheme together and get the most out of it. And from next 
year even more help is on the way:

• From April 2024, eligible working parents in England with 
children aged 2 will have access to 15 hours childcare.
• From September 2024, the 15 hours childcare offer will be 
expanded to eligible working parents in England with children 
between 9 and 23 months old.
• From September 2025, eligible working parents in England 
with children between 9 months up to school age will have 
access to 30 hours childcare.

Support is also expanding for primary-school aged children, 
from September 2024, parents are expected to see an 
expansion in the availability of childcare in their local area 
before and after school, between 8am and 6pm, also known as 
‘wraparound care’. Don’t miss out on getting the support you 
are entitled to.

Visit the Childcare Choices website to check what offer you 
might be eligible for and sign up to the newsletter to get the 
latest updates about the childcare support expansion.

Visit: https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
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WEBS I T E
INFORMATION

Visit the Student Area on our website

www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

You can find lots of activities in the ‘All Sorts of 
Things’ section.

Daily Home Learning Plan can be found in your class 
area for pupils who are not attending school.

Student Area is 
here!

.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

Login to find out more!

Then explore your class area and 
look at ‘Ideas Shared by and for 

Parents’.

Maybe send your feedback?


