
Whole School News Information &

Dates for 

your Diary
Lonsdale Tree for Stevenage Christmas Trail

Thank you to Sea Turtle Class, who have helped create a 
very special Christmas Tree, which will be part of the 
Stevenage Christmas Trail this year. It is themed ‘The 
Twelve Days of Christmas’. Keep an eye out in the 
Stevenage New Town Centre when you do your 
Christmas shopping.

7th December 2023 – In-school 
Christmas Fair for all pupils and 

Christmas Carol Concert for 
families and friends in the evening 

(more info to follow)
14/15th December 2023 –

Primary Christmas Plays
19th December 2023 – Christmas 

Dinner at Lonsdale
20th December 2023—End of 

Term, Pupils go home at 1.30pm

Please note that all EHCP 
Annual Reviews will have the 

option to be conducted 
remotely via Teams or 
telephone or can be 

attended in person. A list of 
dates for the academic year 

can be found on the website.

Monday 27th November 2023

Children in Need 2023

Lonsdale School raised £145 for Children in 
Need. Well done, everybody!

Get-Work-Ready Day 27th November 2023

This week the older secondary pupils are 
looking forward to the Get-Work-Ready Day. 
This is supported by ELSA, with many 
disability-friendly employers visiting the 
school to meet our pupils.



News 

MONKEY CLASS

ALPACA CLASS

DRAGONFLY CLASS

ROBIN CLASS

Robin Class have been exploring Autumn and woodland animals. 
They have listened to the 'Grufallo' in varying ways, such as 
reading, listening on the YOTO player and watching on the 
interactive whiteboard. They have created sensory leaves using 
shaving foam and paint as well as making textured Autumn colour 
trees. Maths and PE have been combined to practice our throwing 
skills before counting our bean bags as well as continuing our work 
on shape with the help of shape songs. In Music the children 
enjoyed moving to their Christmas songs using scarves and bells.

Monkey Class have continued their work on light in Science, this 
week creating and guessing shadows. They completed their ball 
skills competition in PE and in Geography made some lovely 
landmarks out of different materials.
They listened to the story 'Jolly Postman', recalling what they 
need to include in a letter.
They have really enjoyed listening to and learning the songs ready 
for our Christmas performance :-)

Alpaca Class have continued to explore 2D & 3D shapes. They had 
to think about whether the 3D shapes would roll or not. In 
Science they did some more work on shadows and made shadow 
puppets. They enjoyed practising songs in music for the Christmas 
performance. In PE they worked hard practising their balls 
skills. In K & U the pupils looked at the UK and identified key cities 
and landmarks of England.

Dragonfly Class enjoyed investigating light again last week, this 
time looking at reflective surfaces and choosing the best material 
for a reflective strip on a book bag design. Pupils greatly enjoyed 
the 'ball skills' House competition in PE and were so supportive of 
one another. We're all very proud of the friendships and 
teamwork displayed! In RE, we learnt about Hannukah and the 
symbolism of light, and in Maths we continued to investigate 
properties of 2D and 3D shape. Pupils wrote some lovely 
sentences in English, with a focus on grammar.

In Literacy we looked at how to set out a formal letter and starting 
to write them. In Numeracy we developed our understanding of 
multiplication and positional language. In Science we looked at light 
travelling in straight lines and what materials are best for 
reflections. In History we learned what jobs Anglo-Saxon men, 
women and children did and wrote a job description. We enjoyed 
working out in FitKidz, and we enjoyed working with Wombats and 
Sea Turtles in Forest School to make some bird feeders.

FALCON CLASS



News 

HIPPO CLASS

SEA TURTLE CLASS

GORILLA CLASS

WOMBAT CLASS

Wombats have come to the end of the book, Kensuke's Kingdom. 
Aalaeya & Rose showed remarkable recall of the book, which we have 
read over ten weeks, & were able to explain key events in the story. 
In Geography they have learnt how the sea changes the coastline 
over time & had fun with the sand and water, demonstrating how 
material can be moved by water. In Science we re-created our own 
skeleton using painted pasta shapes; and in Maths we continue to 
learn about capacity and time, making a large clock and moving the 
"hands" to make o'clock and half past times.

In Geography we learnt about the coastline in Whitby and compared 
it to Stevenage. In English, we learnt how to write a letter. In Maths, 
we were learning times tables and did long multiplication. In Science 
we learnt about reversible and irreversible changes, and we also 
learnt about heart rate and the blood in our bodies. In ICT, we 
continued to learn about Microsoft Excel, and we have collected data 
to input into a spreadsheet next week. In RE, we learnt about Muslim 
pilgrimages. The class have been very competitive using their new TT 
rockstar challenge and have been competing against Sarah and 
Mr Perrett

In English last week, we learnt about when and where capital letters 
should be used in sentences. In RS, we learnt about Christian 
pilgrimages. In Geography, we continued to learn about the world 
focusing on hot and cold climates around the world and the animals 
that live in these areas. In Science, the class continued to do some 
work about the heart as well as starting to look at the skeleton. In 
Computing, we learnt about the importance of the websites we use 
being safe and how we know they are safe.

The Gorillas started a D&T Textiles project designing and making 
seasonal bunting. They have each chosen a shape and created a 
cardboard template and have started to plan a colour sequence and 
to make choices of fabric. In RE they have learnt about pilgrimages 
associated with major religions & have been on their own pilgrimage 
around the school, looking for key items of interest. In Science, they 
have continued to find out more about the skeleton and have used 
pasta to create a simple version of the human skeleton.

This week, pupils have discovered that The Fury, was in charge of all 
of Germany and that his girlfriend was a 'Beautiful Blonde' and she 
was kind to Gretel and Bruno (English). They then extracted 
adjectives from the story to describe him. In Science, pupils created 
chocolate 'rocks' which are currently chilling in the fridge – next 
week we discover if they created layers, similar to real rocks.
They also completed some lovely work around friendships and are 
learning about changing bodies during puberty.

VAQUITA CLASS

S E CONDAR Y



PANDA CLASS

ELEPHANT CLASS

TASMANIAN DEVIL 
CLASS

News 

UPPER SCHOOL

LYNX CLASS

GOVERNORS NEWS

Tasmanian Devils Class have been practising theirr Speaking and 
Listening Skills in English, discovering more about our peers and their 
favourite things. In K&U, we looked deeper into the heart and finding 
out what is in our blood and what do the cells in them do, their role 
and how do they keep us healthy. In Maths we have been practising 
Exam papers with Mrs Brown. In Creative we finished off our lino 
prints with lots of success and the students were proud of their 
persevering with techniques to achieve success.

In GCSE English we have been learning how to distinguish 
between fact and opinion, in FS English we have been learning 
how to extend our writing by using adjectives. We continue to 
expand our understanding of expanding and simplifying brackets 
and factorising within Algebra. In PHSCE we have been learning 
about Knife crime in regards to the law. We discussed ethical 
issues to do with knife crime. It was our assembly this week, we 
presented about Mental Health awareness and the role of our 
Anti-Bulling and Well-Bing Ambassadors in school

In English we have thought about how to write sentences and put 
them together to write The Magic Porridge Pot. We have been 
learning about inverse calculations in maths. In science, we had 
fun looking at a life-size skeleton and thinking about the different 
bones. In history, we learnt all about mummification, which was 
fun and a bit disgusting! In vocational, we finished our time and 
calendar topic.

In L class, we have been working on our VO unit of English Culture 
and Greek Units.
In maths, the GCSE group were expanding brackets and the other 
group were working on reverse calculation skills.
In science, we continued with light, specifically learning about 
reflection and refraction.
In PSHE, our RSE unit continued and in English, the pupils worked 
on sentence structure skills.

We will use the following page over the next 
weeks to introduce our Governors to you.
Please read on to find out a bit more about a 
member of our Governing Body this week.



ABB Y WA

Lonsdale Governors

in focus

L

Responsibilities/Committees: Vice Chair of Governors, School 
Development Board

Hello, I’m Abby, a confident, content and quite able lady with a 
positive outlook on life and a practical and pragmatic 
nature. I’m also a big fan of alliteration. I am a self-employed 
media designer (a new venture born out of greater adventure 
of life) so I am quite creative, too. Prior to 2004, I worked as a 
senior level PA (lots of organising, diary management and travel 
– pretty much parenthood as it turns out!).
In the early stages of our journey, I reflected on where I wanted 
our adventure into uncharted waters to take us. I created a 
mission statement for my daughter, and that was for her to 
“reach her full potential whatever that might be and be able to 
express herself and who she is as fully as possible however that 
might be”. This created the cornerstone for our lives which we 
have built on for the last 16 years and is essentially why I am 
here. With 16 years of experience as a parent of a child with 
additional needs, I have a wealth of knowledge and expertise, 
which I hope will come in useful.
I’m passionate about all sorts of things but top of that list is, of 
course, my children and the world they live in. I feel being part 
of your children’s community and world connects that 
environment with the hub of home and helps them feel 
valued. If I can have a positive impact on that world for their 
benefit and the benefit of others, then I have had a good 
day. And that is why I am a parent governor!

L
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in for brilliant bits 

from this week at 

Lonsdale
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B I TS

Tim came in last week to work 

with Lonsdale pupils in the open 

Orchestra sessions. They 

continued to use a variety of 

instruments, including Clarion, to 

play along to a backing track 
representing a river or a stream.



MORE INFO

Second Hand Uniform

Lonsdale School are keen to promote 

sustainability. If you have any good 

quality, preloved uniform you no 

longer need, you can drop it off at the 

school office in a bag clearly marked 

'Second-Hand Uniform Donation‘. 

Thank you!



MORE INFO

Get the help that fits your family, so you can 
juggle work and life

Thousands of families could be saving money on their childcare 
costs. But some simply don’t know what support they might be 
eligible for. The Childcare Choices website brings together all 
the existing childcare offers in one place, so parents can get 
the help that fits their family. This could be through Tax-Free 
Childcare, 30 Hours Childcare, or Universal Credit Childcare. 
Some families might be eligible to use more than one childcare 
scheme together and get the most out of it. And from next 
year even more help is on the way:

• From April 2024, eligible working parents in England with 
children aged 2 will have access to 15 hours childcare.
• From September 2024, the 15 hours childcare offer will be 
expanded to eligible working parents in England with children 
between 9 and 23 months old.
• From September 2025, eligible working parents in England 
with children between 9 months up to school age will have 
access to 30 hours childcare.

Support is also expanding for primary-school aged children, 
from September 2024, parents are expected to see an 
expansion in the availability of childcare in their local area 
before and after school, between 8am and 6pm, also known as 
‘wraparound care’. Don’t miss out on getting the support you 
are entitled to.

Visit the Childcare Choices website to check what offer you 
might be eligible for and sign up to the newsletter to get the 
latest updates about the childcare support expansion.

Visit: https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
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WEBS I T E
INFORMATION

Visit the Student Area on our website

www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

You can find lots of activities in the ‘All Sorts of 
Things’ section.

Daily Home Learning Plan can be found in your class 
area for pupils who are not attending school.

Student Area is 
here!

.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

Login to find out more!

Then explore your class area and 
look at ‘Ideas Shared by and for 

Parents’.

Maybe send your feedback?


