
Whole School News Information &

Dates for 

your Diary
Anti-Bullying Week and World Kindness Day

Last week started with a special assembly delivered by 
Kenny Arnold, who runs People for People Stevenage. 

Kenny talked to all of our secondary pupils and some of 
our primary pupils about Reverse Advent and different 
ways we might be able to support those in need as the 
festive period approaches. More details about Reverse 
Advent to follow and more details about pupil activities 

below.

Remembrance Display

It was great to see so many personal stories in our 
Remembrance display, which T Class had put together. 
Although the World Wars were nearly a decade ago, 
many families remembered a grandparent or great-
grandparent who was involved in one of the World Wars.

7th December 2023 – In-school 
Christmas Fair for all pupils and 

Christmas Carol Concert for 
families and friends in the evening 

(more info to follow)
20th December 2023—End of 

Term, Pupils go home at 1.30pm

Please note that all EHCP 
Annual Reviews will have the 

option to be conducted 
remotely via Teams or 
telephone or can be 

attended in person. A list of 
dates for the academic year 

can be found on the website.

Monday 20th November 2023



News 

MONKEY CLASS

ALPACA CLASS

DRAGONFLY CLASS

ROBIN CLASS

Robin class started the week learning about what it means to be 
kind and how we can be kind to others. In English we read 'Little 
beaver and the echo', where Little Beaver made many friends on 
his journey to find his echo. In Maths we have been learning 
about more and less as well as our primary colours. During the 
week we have been adding to our kindness flower, which we will 
displaying this coming week. On Friday the children painted spots 
on Pudsey Bear and made Pudsey ears to encourage listening in 
Phonics.

Monkey Class this week in English have learnt about letter writing, 
listening to a story called 'Meerkat Mail', and then they wrote 
their own letter. They have explored reflection in the mirror, 
enjoying the sensory room. In Geography they have continued 
their learning on landmarks, playing a guess the landmark game. 
In Art they painted a Pudsey and then made one out of leaves for 
Outdoor Learning. In PE they developed their ball skills, ready for 
ball-skills competition.

Alpaca Class had a lovely week. They did some beautiful poses 
and stretching in yoga. In IT they had to learn how to sort 
data and described different objects. They did some lovely singing 
in Music. In English they did some more sorting between what 
is fiction and non fiction. They enjoyed the sensory story 'Can't 
you sleep little bear' and did some role play. They learnt about 3D 
shapes and explored them by making different models.

Dragonfly Class had a great time exploring light and shadows last 
week! We explored opaque and transparent materials, and learnt 
that light travels in straight lines whilst making our own shadow 
puppets. We joined up with Falcon class for some wonderful 
discussions around bullying and friendship as part of anti-bullying 
week, and each pupil chose someone in school to recognise as a 
'kindness hero'. Christmas play rehearsals are in full swing, so 
watch this space for an invitation to a very special Christmas 
performance (written and directed by the pupils!).

In Literacy we looked at formal and informal language. In Numeracy 
we developed our understanding of column subtraction and starting 
to work on borrowing. In Science we used different mediums to 
make good earmuffs and looked at what makes up the eye to start 
our light topic. In History we learned how the Anglo-Saxons houses 
were very different to today's. We enjoyed working out in FitKidz, 
and we enjoyed working with Wombats and Sea Turtles in 
Taskmaster in a 'Children in Need' board game.

FALCON CLASS



News 

HIPPO CLASS

SEA TURTLE CLASS

GORILLA CLASS

WOMBAT CLASS

In Geography the class has been learning about 
coastal features. They used sand, water & building blocks to 
represent dunes, the beach, cliffs & an arch. In RE they have been 
finding about the destinations of Christian pilgrims. In English they 
have heard how Kensuke & Michael spent a night helping baby 
sea turtles find their way to the sea. We had a fabulous time at 
our sports trip on Wednesday. The students took part in lots 
of different sports, including basketball, boccia, Polybat, skittles 
and target throw. See the photos below!

Hippo Class worked hard last week in all their lessons. They 
continued in Maths working with addition, subtraction and 
problem-solving. In 'Everybody Reads', pupils started in 
their new groups, and many have made good progress with 
their reading and comprehension. They all enjoyed the 
activities on offer for exploring anti-bullying and joined in on 
Friday for Children-in-Need Day.

Monday last week was World Kindness Day, and the class did a 
number of activities related to this including sharing who their 
kindness heroes are and why, and also looking at all of the amazing 
things about themselves. In Creative, the class has been working on a 
project related to the Stevenage Christmas Trail. They were asked to 
make a 3D Christmas tree related to a Christmas song, and they chose 
'The Twelve Days of Christmas'. The tree looks amazing! In Maths, 
they did counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. In Geography, we used globes 
and atlases to plot our dream journeys around the world!

In Geography the class has been learning about coastal 
features. They used sand, water & building blocks to represent 
dunes, the beach, cliffs & an arch. In Science they have been 
learning about the skeleton and the function of different bones in 
the body. They were surprised to see the school skeleton standing 
in the corner of the classroom! In English, they are finding out 
about island life for Miachael & Kensuke and the role the orang-
utan family play.

This week in English, pupils have learned that Bruno still does not 
know what is going on at 'OutWith', and he meets Shmuel for the 
first time. Using the text as clues, they created their own images of 
Shmuel and described what he might be feeling. In Maths, pupils 
have been learning about shapes and angles (acute are little, and so 
'are cute' - while obtuse are 'fat'...). They had a lovely session with 
Ms Small about being kind and demonstrated these attributes 
beautifully during the week.

VAQUITA CLASS

S E CONDAR Y



PANDA CLASS

ELEPHANT CLASS

TASMANIAN DEVIL 
CLASS

News 

UPPER SCHOOL

LYNX CLASS

GOVERNORS NEWS

Wow, another week speeding by, we have learnt loads this week. 
In English we did some speaking and listening exercise where 
students had to find out information from each other.
In K&U we visited Ecuador to find out the geographical differences 
between America and the United Kingdom. In History we 
designed some WW1/2 recruitment posters for the Home 
Front, and in Creative we have tried our hand with leather 
printing. In Maths the class had Maths Challenges delivered by 
Mrs Ottridge, which caused a debate about the answers!

During our English lessons we looked at newspapers; the differences 
between tabloids and broadsheets particularly the headlines. In Maths 
this week we have been learning how to factorise and expand brackets. 
In Science we been learning how to plot graphs to measure rates of 
reaction. We continue to work on our AQA UAS in our Vocational 
learning, some of then topics being studied are 'Nutrition in Sport' 
'Creative Writing' and 'Coding'. It is our assembly next week, and we have 
chosen to present about the importance of Mental Health and re-
introduce our Well-being Ambassadors.

Elephants did a great job in their assembly this week. It was all 
about anti-bullying and students either helped to make some 
signs or held them up in the assembly. We had fun making 
pyramids in History and learning about why the Ancient Egyptians 
built them. In Maths we have learnt about addition. We found it 
really interesting to find out about our muscles in Science – what 
they're called and what their function is. We have also begun a 
new vocational topic about time and the calendar.

In L class, we started a new unit in Science on 'Light'. 
We then began a new unit in Computing on 
'Spreadsheets', where the class made images using the 
different cells on Excel.
Pupils continued with their 'English Culture' unit and 
learnt about the different regions of the UK as part of 
their vocational studies.

We will use the following page over the next 
weeks to introduce our Governors to you.
Please read on to find out a bit more about a 
member of our Governing Body this week.



CHANDRA G

Lonsdale Governors

in focus

R

Responsibilities/Committees: Chair of Governors,
Chair of REP Placement Panel, Member of all 
3 Committee Boards.

I am a mother of two grown daughters, and I am married to a 
Metropolitan Police Sergeant.
I was previously a Parent Governor at Marriotts School from 2012 to 
2014 while my daughters spent their final years at the school.
I became an Associate Governor at Lonsdale in September 2016, a full 
Governor in September 2017 and Vice Chair and then the Chair of 
Governors in October 2022.
I am registered disabled and have found that with the free time I have, 
this has given me the opportunity to give back to my local community. I 
try to ensure I am at all Lonsdale events from Assemblies to the 
Christmas Fair. I feel that it is important for me as a governor to be in 
touch and visible with students, staff and parents. During Lockdown, I 
introduced class buddies which linked a governor with a class and 
teacher. This means that the children and staff know who we are and 
stops the Governors from being strangers in the school.
Before my disability, I worked in a Taxi insurance brokerage in Stevenage. 
It was great to interact with people from different cultures. I processed 
accident claims and dealt with the main insurance underwriting 
company. I left to go to NU to work in legacy pensions.
After I was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis, it made me re-think what I 
wanted from life. I now enjoy spending time in Lonsdale School. I work 
closely with the Vice Chair to ensure that the Headteacher and Senior 
Leadership Team work well and are supported. I take on training that 
can help me fulfil my role to the best of my ability. I feel that everyone is 
a life-long learner - whatever path they take in life.
I believe that every child deserves a good education, no matter their 
background, and I hope to help support the school in providing this.

E E N
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MORE INFO

Reverse Advent

Our Reverse Advent will run from Monday 27th 

November to Friday 1st December. During this period, 

we will be accepting donations (some ideas are listed 

in the picture). We understand that some families may 

be finding the current financial situation challenging 

so please only donate if you can.

Foodshed cannot accept donations containing 

alcohol so please check items such as Christmas cake 

and mince pies. Also, no perishable items please.

To access their services, individuals need to be 

referred and you can find out more about this on their 

website https://stevenage-

vineyard.co.uk/compassion/foodshed/

https://stevenage-vineyard.co.uk/compassion/foodshed/


MORE INFO

Second Hand Uniform

Lonsdale School are keen to promote 

sustainability. If you have any good 

quality, preloved uniform you no 

longer need, you can drop it off at the 

school office in a bag clearly marked 

'Second-Hand Uniform Donation‘. 

Thank you!
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WEBS I T E
INFORMATION

Visit the Student Area on our website

www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

You can find lots of activities in the ‘All Sorts of 
Things’ section.

Daily Home Learning Plan can be found in your class 
area for pupils who are not attending school.

Student Area is 
here!

.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

Login to find out more!

Then explore your class area and 
look at ‘Ideas Shared by and for 

Parents’.

Maybe send your feedback?


