
Whole School News Information &

Dates for 

your DiaryThe first week after half term had a spooky feel, when 
on Tuesday ghosts and witches roamed the school to 

come together in the afternoon for a Halloween Disco, 
which most pupils really enjoyed.

Our Primary Department have started to prepare for 
their Christmas play, and plans are underway to plan a 
Christmas Fair Day for the pupils at school on the 7th 

December, followed by a Carol Concert in the evening. 
More information will be sent home in due course.

On Friday, there was a special assembly led by Chandra 
Green, our Chair of Governors. Chandra shared the 

news that Mrs Thiele had been appointed to take the 
role of Headteacher from January 2024. A letter was 

sent out to all parents and staff.

On Friday afternoon, we welcomed parents to the 
school for face-to-face parent consultations with form 
tutors. Parents also had the opportunity to speak with 
college representatives, who were in attendance, too.

Poppies are still on sale at school, and donations will go 
to the British Legion.

7th December 2023 – In-school 
Christmas Fair for all pupils and 

Christmas Carol Concert for 
families and friends in the evening 

(more info to follow)

20th December 2023—End of 
Term, Pupils go home at 1.30pm

Please note that all EHCP 
Annual Reviews will have the 

option to be conducted 
remotely via Teams or 
telephone or can be 

attended in person. A list of 
dates for the academic year 

can be found on the website.

Monday 6th November 2023



News 

MONKEY CLASS

ALPACA CLASS

DRAGONFLY CLASS

ROBIN CLASS

Robin Class all returned from half term happy and refreshed! They 
have enjoyed learning about Halloween through all their lessons 
this week. At the beginning of the week, we talked about how 
people celebrate Halloween, and we enjoyed searching for 
pictures in coloured sand using our hands and paintbrushes. In 
Maths we have been giving our numbered spiders legs, and we 
have been investigating size using our different-sized pumpkins. In 
Creative we sang 'Incy Wincy Spider' and '5 little pumpkins' and 
created our very own googly-eyed spiders and pumpkins.

It was lovely to see the Monkey Class back after half term, 
refreshed and ready to learn, working well with reading and 
ordering numbers. They have explored fireworks, listening to and 
making their own poem. They have started the new topic on 
'Light' in Science, exploring sources of light and knowledge of dark 
in the sensory room. They have explored emotions well, both in 
PE linked to dance and in PSHCE. They have started to learn about 
landmarks, exploring through play, London landmarks. In RE they 
have started the topic on 'Belonging'.

Alpaca Class have had a busy week this week. They enjoyed 
starting a new topic in Science on light. They had fun 
experimenting with torches and searching the school for different 
light sources. The class loved singing spooky songs in 
music. Alpacas had lots fun at the Halloween disco. In English we 
learnt about fiction and non-fiction and had to sort books into the 
right category. In PSHE we learnt about different jobs people do 
and how they help us.

Dragonfly Class had a fantastic first week back, getting started on 
our new topics for the half term. In Science we will exploring 
'light' and pupils shared some wonderful ideas around what they 
would like to learn. We had some lovely discussions about 
symbolism in RE after reading the story of Rama & Sita, and the 
pupils wrote some beautiful poems about Bonfire Night in English. 
In PE we teamed up with Alpaca Class for some big games, and it 
was lovely to see pupils' sportsmanship in cheering each other 
on.

In Literacy we started to look at the difference between letters and 
postcards. In Numeracy we played higher or lower game to develop 
our understanding of greater than and less than numbers. In Science 
we started our new topic 'Light and Sound' and described what the 
parts of the ear do. In History we enjoyed acting out the timeline of 
our new topic - Anglo Saxons. We looked at the reasons as to why 
we celebrate Halloween and Guy Fawkes Night, acting out the story. 
In TaskMaster, we enjoyed working with Wombats and Sea Turtles 
to make a firework picture.

FALCON CLASS



HIPPO CLASS

SEA TURTLE CLASS

TASMANIAN DEVIL 
CLASS

VAQUITA CLASS

WOMBAT CLASS

S E CONDAR Y
News 

The class had a fun start to the week learning about Halloween & 
choosing themed suncatchers to make. They enjoyed their first 
yoga session on Tuesday afternoon. In Creative they used shaving 
foam and paint to make some amazing pictures. All thoroughly 
enjoyed this activity. In Science we started our new topic, the 
skeletal system, and we identified internal & external parts of the 
body, and the main roles of the major organs. We also started our 
new Maths topic, measure, and we ordered objects by size.

In English we have been taking our Speaking and Listening 
assessments. Mrs North is very proud of our progress in our 
learning. In Computing we have been learning about the 
internet, history of networking and the protocols involved 
using networks and the internet. We have recapped our 
learning in how to send an email, the fictions of an email, a 
publishing design program (Canva) and PowerPoint.

We started the week last week by doing our 'half-term news' - it was 
lovely to hear how much fun everyone had. In Science, the class started 
their new topic about the body learning about the heart. In Maths, they 
learnt about bigger than, smaller than and equal numbers. In RE, we 
learnt about Diwali- the Hindu Festival of Light. We planned an 
assembly we are doing soon by deciding what we should say, and we 
made some Rangoli patterns to show. The Halloween disco was brilliant 
– we had some very scary characters in class! In Geography, we started 
to learn about the seven continents of the world.

We started our week by discussing all about our half term 
news and the excitement of the Halloween Disco, which was 
a scream!
We gave the reception area a Remembrance-Day makeover, 
we have had lots of poppies and family history put up to 
reflect this. We also looked at 'What life is like in 
Whitby' and looked closer into the heart and the circulatory 
system in our bodies and their jobs.

This week, pupils have returned from half term refreshed and 
ready to learn! We had a class assembly on Wednesday all about 
All Saints Day. The pupils worked together to research about St 
Valentine, John the Baptist and St Nicholas. They created some 
resources to be shared with the rest of Secondary/Upper 
school, and most were happy to present their work to the 
audience. This was very brave. The school Halloween disco was 
also a great hit, and the pupils looked amazing in their costumes.



LYNX CLASS

PANDA CLASS

ELEPHANT CLASS

News 

UPPER SCHOOL

LUNCHTIME NEWS

GOVERNORS NEWS

Elephants have enjoyed learning about our new topics 
this week. We learnt about body parts in Science, 
Ancient Egyptians in History and parts of a PC in Computing. In 
English, we have focused on capital letters and their matching 
lowercase letters, and in Maths, we have thought about number 
bonds and missing numbers. In our vocational lessons, we have 
continued with our sensory-music unit and have played 
percussion instruments in time with music.

Lynx Class were busy in Maths, working on addition 
and subtraction and solving word problems. They all 
enjoyed the Halloween Disco on Tuesday.
In K&U the pupils learnt about Athens. In Creative they 
painted vases, and in Science they explored the 
digestive system.

In English we have been learning about non-fiction reading, 
we have been learning about genre, audience and purpose. 
Some of us have taken our Speaking and Listening 
assessments. In Maths we have been learning about 
Algebra, and some of us have been completing practice exam 
papers. We have been creating an assembly on modern 
slavery. We also have been practising for the inter-schools 
Boccia tournament, which is happening next week.

We had a lot of rain last week during lunchtimes. That 
meant that we had to spend some time indoors, where 
we used the library, attended film club, or some pupils 
enjoyed the large games, like Connect 4 or sharing 
stories.
When the weather was better, we ventured outside with 
our friends to play hide and seek or to go for a walk.

The Governors are pleased to announce that Mrs Claudia Thiele has been 
appointed as the new Acting Headteacher of Lonsdale School from the 
start of the Spring Term. Mrs Thiele will undergo two terms of rigorous 
on-the-job training and assessment, which will be overseen by the 
Governing Board. If successfully completed, the appointment will be 
made permanent from September 2024. On behalf of the entire school 
community, Governors wish to extend their congratulations to Mrs. 
Thiele on her appointment. They would also like to express their deep 
gratitude to Ms. Ottridge for her dedicated efforts over the last 10 years 
and in ensuring a seamless transition before her departure at Christmas.



FORM FOCU

Gorilla Class 

in focus

GORILLA CLASS

S

In our Creative session week this week, we made 
firework pictures using forks, which you can see below. 
They were displayed in our classroom. We learnt about 
the history of fireworks night and how to stay safe. In 
PSHCE we have been learning about different types of 
relationships, such as family, friends, professionals that 
help us and others, and we continued to explore how to 
stay safe and well. We also looked ahead to 
Remembrance Day, what it means and why poppies are 
used to remember. In K&U we explored Autumn. We 
looked at signs of Autumn outside and made pictures of 
colourful autumn trees.
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Elephant Class Fireworks
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in for brilliant bits 

from this week at 

Lonsdale

The pupils played along to a classical piece of 
music last week. They used the piano, iPad or 
xylophone to play along and keep up with the beat 
and tempo. They also worked on speeding up the 
music or slowing it down.



in for brilliant bits 

from this week at 

Lonsdale

On behalf of Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue Service, we are asking 
students to take part in providing their input into the Community 
Risk Management Plan (CRMP).

Their voice can shape the future of the fire service in Hertfordshire 
by completing a short survey.

Parents/Guardians/Carers – please support your child with giving 
their views or complete it on their behalf.

Developing and maintaining our Community Risk Management 
Plan enables Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue Service (HFRS) to 
assess all foreseeable fire-and-rescue-related risks, while ensuring 
we are meeting our legal requirements.

The objective of the CRMP is to ensure the allocation of our 
resources are utilised in the most efficient manner to mitigate risk 
and improve community safety.

By participating in this survey, you will support Hertfordshire Fire 
and Rescue Service to understand how prepared people who live 
and work in Hertfordshire are to dealing with emergencies, 
building a picture of the barriers there are to people joining the 
fire and rescue service, and learn how it can better engage with 
the local community.

As future firefighters or users of Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue 
Service, you play an important part in this decision-making 
process. By visiting: https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/CRMP, 
you can participate in this survey and find out more about 
Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue Service’s Community Risk 
Management Plan. The survey takes less than 10 minutes to 
complete and the deadline to complete this is 19th November 
2023 (11:45pm).

Should you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate 
to contact us on SafeandResilient@hertfordshire.gov.uk.

Please support the Hertfordshire Fire and 
Rescue Service by completing a survey

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/CRMP


MORE INFO

Second Hand Uniform

Lonsdale School are keen to promote 

sustainability. If you have any good 

quality, preloved uniform you no 

longer need, you can drop it off at the 

school office in a bag clearly marked 

'Second-Hand Uniform Donation‘. 

Thank you!
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BSL Signs



MORE INFO



MORE INFO



MORE INFO



MORE INFO



MORE INFO



WEBS I T E
INFORMATION

Visit the Student Area on our website

www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

You can find lots of activities in the ‘All Sorts of 
Things’ section.

Daily Home Learning Plan can be found in your class 
area for pupils who are not attending school.

Student Area is 
here!

.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

Login to find out more!

Then explore your class area and 
look at ‘Ideas Shared by and for 

Parents’.

Maybe send your feedback?


