
Whole School News Information &

Dates for 

your DiaryLast week, we had a special assembly celebrating 
harvest. Pupils, parents and staff brought in donations 
to pass on to a local church to help people in need. We 

would like to say a big thank you to all the Lonsdale 
Community for their generous donations for the 

Primary Harvest Festival. They were gratefully received 
by St Hugh and St John Church and will be passed on to 

St George and St Andrew Food Porch.
In other news, we are looking forward to a whole-

school RSE Day next week, where we will celebrate and 
learn about identity and relationships.

The School Council have also met, and pupils have 
decided that they would like to have a Halloween Disco 
when we return to school after the half-term holidays.

23-27 October 2023—Half-Term 
Holidays

31st October 2023 – Halloween 
Disco

7th December 2023 – Christmas 
Carol Concert 7pm

20th December 2023 – end of 
term, pupils go home at 1.30pm

Please note that all EHCP 
Annual Reviews will have the 

option to be conducted 
remotely via Teams or 
telephone or can be 

attended in person. A list of 
dates for the academic year 

can be found on the website.

Monday 16th October 2023



News 

MONKEY CLASS

ALPACA CLASS

DRAGONFLY CLASS

ROBIN CLASS

This week Robin Class have been learning about their sense of 
smell, they have enjoyed joining in with silly smelly songs and 
made smelly paint. In English they have been playing parachute 
games to support their listening and vocabulary skills. They have 
also been using water play to explore 'Five little ducks' and 'Row-
row your boat'. In Maths they have been playing skittles and 
exploring the marks we can make on a tally chart to see who has 
won the game. In Music the children have been continuing to 
explore different instruments.

This week in Monkey Class pupils continued to work well in PE, linking 
balancing and shapes with a peer. Thye have listened to the story 
'Jack and the Beanstalk', discussing characters, objects and settings. 
They then used this knowledge to create their own story. In Maths, 
the children have sorted socks into pairs and started counting in 2s. 
They have also worked on 2 and 3 D shapes. In Science they discussed 
the importance of exercise, looking at different sports. They used this 
in PSHCE to look at teamwork, also in History, learning about 'Black 
sporting history' as part of Black History Month.

Alpaca Class have been enjoying looking at and describing signs of 
autumn. They have created a bank of ideas ready for some 
creative writing next week. In Maths the children practised their 
doubles, and in Science, they were learning about keeping clean.
In PE the children worked hard on finding ways to move around 
the equipment and along benches.
In PHSCE they looked at what being a good friend means and 
identified ways they can be a good friend.

Dragonfly Class had a wonderful time celebrating harvest at our 
assembly – thank you for all your donations! We continued our 
work on habitats this week, and pupils are showing a keen interest 
in the topic, particularly in relation to climate change. In English we 
continued our work on non-chronological reports, creating 
sentences about our chosen mini beasts and choosing pictures to 
label. The class enjoyed a fantastic PE lesson with Mr Perrett and 
got quite competitive in their games, and they also enjoyed joining 
with Alpaca Class for some cross-curricular learning.

In Literacy we started to write our poems 'I like...' with rhyming 
words. In Numeracy we developed our understanding of division 
and length. In Science we learnt what exercise does to our body 
and how it affects us. In Creative we finished making our Hindu 
art. In PE we enjoyed moving our body in ballroom dance moves, 
especially the Cha Cha and really enjoyed working with Wombats 
and Sea Turtles in TaskMaster to make a tower out of spaghetti 
and marshmallows.

FALCON CLASS



HIPPO CLASS

SEA TURTLE CLASS

GORILLA CLASS

VAQUITA CLASS

WOMBAT CLASS

S E CONDAR Y
News 

Our English story is getting exciting as Michael has now met 
Kensuke, the other human resident on the island. The pupils are 
showing good recall of the story so far and have worked on 
feelings experienced by the main characters. In Geography they 
have been learning about another European country, France, 
including traditional French food items. In Science they learnt 
how a mirror works and had fun reflecting a torch into the mirror 
to illuminate objects on the floor.

It has been another busy week in Hippos! In Geography we looked 
at how the environment may look in 2050 using different facts 
about the environment now. In History we talked about Anglo-
Saxon Gods, their beliefs and superstitions, we learnt about some 
very strange superstitions and decided on what kind of Gods we 
would be. In PSHE we talked about Black History Month, we 
watched the Big Live Assembly and talked about Nicola Adams 
and how she got into boxing and problems she had to overcome 
in order to become a successful boxer.

In English, we finished our fortune cookies, which included our 'Precepts' 
that we learnt about the week before. We also continued to read 
'Wonder'. In Science, the class continued to learn about colour and 
prisms. In Computing, we looked at cyberbullying, comparing it to face to 
face bullying. In History, we learnt about Black History Month, discussing 
why it is celebrated, and then students researched an influential Black 
person in society, for example Rosa Parks. In Geography, we did a map 
symbol scavenger hunt, and in History, we continued to do some work on 
Anglo-Saxon villages. In PE, we played some Curling.

This week we have been continuing with sequencing. We sequenced 
the story of 'The Gingerbread Man'. We also sequenced different 
things like how to make a jam sandwich, a cheese sandwich, how to 
get ready for a rainy day and how to make a snowman. We have 
continued reading our story ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’. We acted out a 
scene from the story. We also created a storm-at-sea picture, using 
paint, sand and tissue paper. It was lots of fun. We matched 
shadows to the correct object and completed a quiz. Then we did a 
Science experiment using puppets and torches.

Another busy week has flown by. This week's highlights include an 
amazing lesson in Music (see some photos for the kids in action). 
In Food Tech' pupils made chocolate-chip cookies - they were 
popular enough for some parents to request the recipe - well 
done, guys (but where is my share?!!). In English, pupils are 
getting the sense that something dark is going to happen in 'The 
Boy in the Striped Pyjamas'. In Science, we have had fun matching 
the skeletal systems to the corresponding bones and a lot of 
requests for 'Dem Bones' - will sort that out in the coming week.



PANDA CLASS

LYNX CLASS

TASMANIAN DEVIL 
CLASS

News 

UPPER SCHOOL

LUNCHTIME NEWS

GOVERNORS NEWS

Wow, what a busy week we have had! It's been exciting to see all 
the learning progress the students are making. In English we 
worked on our own sinister stories with strange events 
happening. The creative imagination is utterly inspiring and in 
time for Halloween! In K&U, we created our own version of what 
a god should be, what powers and traits he should have. In 
Science we have looked at how colour filters change the way we 
see things and why.

Panda Class continued their diverse studies. Every pupil 
follows their individual learning pathway, and some 
pupils access Marriotts for a part of their timetable. It 
is great to see that pupils are getting ready and going 
to their sessions independently. Some of them are also 
helping younger pupils at lunchtimes.

This week in Lynx, the class spent time learning about the 
digestive system and which organs are involved.
In Maths, the classes focussed on rounding and different methods 
of addition.
In English they continued to work on their functional skills work, 
and in PSHCE the class discussed elements of healthy and 
unhealthy lifestyles.

This week, the Film Club at lunchtime was so popular that we had 
to move the group to a larger room. A couple of pupils have 
started up a Music-Dance Club, and some more pupils are 
planning their own clubs to run for and with friends.
A lot of the pupils still enjoy going outside at lunchtimes, although 
the weather is starting to change. The huge Connect-Four game is 
a very popular indoor option in secondary at lunchtimes.

Our Governors are starting to plan their school 
visits, and the new Governors are starting to 
settle in. We will introduce them to you here in 
the newsletter next half term.



FORM FOCU

Elephant Class 

in focus

ELEPHANT CLASS

S

We have had another busy week in Elephant Class. In English, 
we have continued reading CVC, CVCC and CCVC words, looking 
at different short stories. In Maths we have thought about 
greater than, fewer than and equals, as well as ordering 
numbers. In Science we continued learning about light, 
exploring silhouettes, and we made our own animal silhouette. 
In Geography, we looked at different European landmarks, like 
Buckingham Palace, the Eiffel Tower, the Colosseum and the 
Matterhorn. We also had fun taking summery photos for the 
calendar. In our PSHCE sessions we are currently exploring 'Me 
and my Health' looking at what is part of a healthy lifestyle and 
what is unhealthy.



BR I LL I ANT

B I TS



Open Orchestra 

Update

This week in Open Orchestra, the pupils met Matthew from 
Herts Music Service who will be supporting us along with 
Tim, who we met last week.

Our theme this week was the rain. The pupils explored different 
instruments and sounds to create different sorts of rain, 
including thunder, sunshine and a rainbow after the storm!

Next week, we will begin the journey of the river.



MORE INFO

Second Hand Uniform

Lonsdale School are keen to promote 

sustainability. If you have any good 

quality, preloved uniform you no 

longer need, you can drop it off at the 

school office in a bag clearly marked 

'Second-Hand Uniform Donation‘. 

Thank you!
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WEBS I T E
INFORMATION

Visit the Student Area on our website

www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

You can find lots of activities in the ‘All Sorts of 
Things’ section.

Daily Home Learning Plan can be found in your class 
area for pupils who are not attending school.

Student Area is 
here!

.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

Login to find out more!

Then explore your class area and 
look at ‘Ideas Shared by and for 

Parents’.

Maybe send your feedback?


