
Whole School News Information &

Dates for 

your DiaryWhat an exciting week all the pupils and staff had last 
week! 

You can read the classes’ news below and look at the 
photos. We also have a lot of flyers and other 

information included for you so that you can find out 
what is available and which events are going on in 

Stevenage and Hertfordshire.

We also want to say a big ‘Thank You!’ again for your 
support at the Macmillan Coffee Morning at Lonsdale. 
Together we raised £350 for Macmillan thanks to your 

generous cake and money donations. It was fabulous to 
see so many family members attend.

This week we are looking forward to the ‘Preparing for 
Adulthood’ Parent Conference on Friday 13th. We 

invited six ex-Lonsdale pupils to share their journeys 
and talk about employment, volunteering, their spare 

time, studies, relationships, independent living and 
community inclusion since they have left school. We 

hope that we will see many of you on Friday from 
12.30pm.

13-10-2023—Parents invited to 
the Preparing for Adulthood 

Conference (letter sent)

23-27 October 2023—Half-Term 
Holidays

30th October 2023 – 3rd 
November 2023 – Parent 

Consultation Week

Please note that all EHCP 
Annual Reviews will have the 

option to be conducted 
remotely via Teams or 
telephone or can be 

attended in person. A list of 
dates for the academic year 

can be found on the website.

Monday 9th October 2023



News 

MONKEY CLASS

ALPACA CLASS

FALCON CLASS

ROBIN CLASS

This week Robin Class have been learning about their sense of 
touch. They have been exploring different textures with their 
hands as well as their feet and faces. Gloop was a favourite, and 
the Robins enjoyed feeling the warm water afterwards to wash 
their hands. The children have also been exploring their feelings. 
We have shared the story 'The colour monster' and have made 
our very own Robin Class colour monster. In Maths we have been 
continuing our 1-1 correspondence of numbers 1-5 using our 
counters and number lines as well as lots of singing and rhyme.

This week Monkey Class started the week working really hard in PE, 
recalling balancing, movement and adding different shapes. They were 
able to use some of these skills then when carrying out yoga. The class 
had an extra student this week, 'Sid the Skeleton‘, and worked well 
learning different names of bones and building a skeleton. They also 
enjoyed the story 'Funnybones' and listening to 'Them bones' song. In 
Maths they have continued to work on addition and subtraction as well as 
coin recognition to buy items. In English, they listened well and described 
pictures to tell the story of 'The Three Billy Goats Gruff'.

This week the children have been learning about where their food 
comes from and they went outside to the Lonsdale garden to pick 
raspberries, tomatoes and carrots. They enjoyed a walk down the 
school drive looking for signs of autumn, where we found lots of 
conkers. The children participated in a sensory story of the ’Little 
Red Hen’. In Art the children looked at the art work of Japenese
artist Yayoi Kusma. They created their own polka-dot pumpkins.

In Literacy we looked at Simon Mole's videos, which helped us to 
plan our own poems. In Numeracy we developed 
our understanding of even numbers to make our multiplication 
and writing directions to find objects. In Science we discussed 
what foods are in the different food groups and what makes a 
healthy diet. In Creative we finished making our Christmas cards 
ready for December. In PE we enjoyed moving our body in 
wheelchair dance moves and really enjoyed working with 
Wombats in Forest School on a shadow walk.

The weather was kind last week, so most pupils enjoyed 
spending time outside. Film Club remains popular, and 
some pupils in secondary have started to play chess 
regularly. In the Primary Department, children played 
outside with the tuff trays, balls or building blocks. The 
new cohort of playground leaders are now trained and 
have started supporting primary children during 
lunchtime play. LUNCHTIME NEWS



HIPPO CLASS

SEA TURTLE CLASS

GORILLA CLASS

VAQUITA CLASS

WOMBAT CLASS

S E CONDAR Y
News 

Everyone is enjoying our English work on ‘Kensuke's Kingdom’. 
This week, pupils listened carefully to the description of the island 
Michael has washed up on & used phrases from the text to 
annotate a picture of the island. The same information was then 
used in the Creative lesson to make an island for our wall display.
In History, we learnt about Anglo Saxon village life, and pupils 
chose whether to try being a potter or a jeweller. In Science we 
continue to learn about light, and last week looked at reflecting 
light to make rainbows.

In Science, the Hippos continued with the new unit of ‘Nutrition and 
Digestion’ where they looked at the reasons for needing to include 
each food group in our diets. In Geography, we have continued to 
learn about landscapes, this week we looked at pictures of different 
areas from the past and how they look today, and we looked at the 
similarities and differences between them. In Maths we were 
rounding numbers to the nearest 100, we even made up some 
questions for Miss Bradbery to do! In PSHCE we had some really good 
discussions about healthy lifestyles and what influences our lifestyle 
choices have. A great week in Hippo Class!

As always, we started last week with our 'Weekend News'. We then 
read some more of our class book, 'Wonder' learning what 'Precepts' 
are, and we started to make some paper fortune cookies. In History, 
we learnt about Anglo-Saxon jobs, started to learn about their villages 
and also their artefacts and culture. In PSHCE, we started to learn 
about Mental Health and how our emotions and feelings can affect 
how we cope with things and behave. In Science, the class learnt about 
colour and prisms and did an investigation about this theory. In PE, we 
did some ball-skill activities and some individual exercises.

Gorilla Class have had a busy week this week. In English they 
enjoyed learning about the characters in the new class book by 
Michael Morpurgo called 'Kensuke's Kingdom'. The pupils had to 
think about what they would take on a trip around the world, like 
in the story. In Maths the pupils have been improving with 
sequencing. In K&U we learnt about the seven continents and 
oceans and located them on a map. We had fun designing 
Christmas cards for Cauliflower cards. We hope you will like our 
designs.

Vaquitas: Another whirlwind week in V class! In English, pupils 
have been researching aspects of the 2nd World War in Germany 
to help their understanding of the context for The Boy in The 
Striped Pyjamas. They worked in pairs and then presented 
their findings to the class. In maths, we have continued to work on 
number knowledge and place value/comparing etc. In science, 
pupils have started to learn about the human skeleton and types 
of bones, while in History, they explored how the Anglo-Saxons 
lived in villages and organised themselves.



ELEPHANT CLASS

LYNX CLASS

TASMANIAN DEVIL 
CLASS

News 

UPPER SCHOOL

PANDA CLASS

GOVERNORS NEWS

In PSHCE we explored strategies for dealing with change, loss, 
bereavement and grief. In Science we have been looking at 
Spectacular Spectrums and the colour of light. We had some 
interesting experiments which showed us the true colour of light 
and even made rainbows in the process. In K&U, we have been 
archaeologists and historians looking at artefacts and finding out 
how that shows a picture of what happened years ago. In English 
we have started to create our own sinister story with some 
strange characters, themes and events.

In English we have been reading and writing CVC words and have 
done really well! We have looked at a few short stories to help us. 
In Maths, we've been comparing groups of objects and thinking 
about what equal and unequal mean. In Science, we have been 
investigating shadows and seeing what shapes we can make. We 
have explored different kinds of maps in our vocational geography 
unit and learnt about the equator and poles in K&U. In Computing 
we have thought about things that we need to ask permission for 
and those that we don't, when we're using the Internet.

In PSHCE this week, we continued learning about the signs 
for common mental health problems. Our discussion also 
moved on to the differences between healthy and 
unhealthy habits.
In Science we continued the new unit of ‘Nutrition and 
Digestion’, looking at why certain food groups are needed.
In Maths, the students continued work on rounding.

In our English lessons we applied what we have learnt over the 
last few weeks by producing a piece of creative writing based on a 
short story called 'Nightmare in Yellow.' In our Maths lessons we 
have been learning how to solve negative power indicies. In 
Chemistry we have been learning about endothermic and 
exothermic reactions. We are continuing to develop our creative 
ICT skills by learning how to create and edit photos and the layout 
of the school calendar, using iphoto and Publisher.

Our Governors had their first Full Governing Board 
meeting last week and welcomed several new 
governors to the Board.
We will hopefully introduce our new Governors to you 
here in the newsletter over the coming weeks. So 
watch that space!



FORM FOCU

Dragonfly Class 

in Focus

DRAGONFLY CLASS

S

Dragonfly Class are having a fantastic time learning 
about habitats and animals this half term. Pupils have 
been particularly interested in discussions around 
climate change affecting habitats – we may have some 
future activists! This week we have been dancing, 
measuring, working on place value, stretching in yoga, 
and as always, reading lots! Please enjoy some of our 
'best bits' from the first few weeks of the year.
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https://www.stevenagedspl.org.uk/

https://www.stevenagedspl.org.uk/
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MORE INFO

Second Hand Uniform

Lonsdale School are keen to promote 

sustainability. If you have any good 

quality, preloved uniform you no 

longer need, you can drop it off at the 

school office in a bag clearly marked 

'Second-Hand Uniform Donation‘. 

Thank you!
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MORE INFO
Managing Celebrations at School – Information from HCC

Dear Parents,

With Halloween, Diwali, Christmas just around the corner we wanted 
to write out to schools and parents about managing the long-standing 
custom in many schools of children bringing in sweets and chocolate to 
celebrate birthdays and cultural events, because we are aware that this 
is becoming increasingly challenging for schools to manage. Whilst it is 
for headteachers and governing bodies to decide how best to manage 
this tradition within their school community, for example some choose 
to ban the custom others choose to manage it within the school often 
to avoid sweets being given out on the playground or on the way 
home, we wanted to remind schools and parents of some best practice 
if children do bring in sweets, chocolate or treats: 
• Check ingredients very carefully to avoid children with allergies being 
inadvertently exposed to something which may cause them harm, or a 
child being given something which contravenes their family’s cultural 
or religious beliefs. Food should not be given to primary school age 
food allergic children without engagement and permission from 
parents/carers.
• Do not accept any foods where ingredients cannot be verified. 
• Be aware of those children who do have allergies and make sure that 
all members of staff, including any temporary or part-time staff are also 
aware. 
• Be aware of children’s cultural or religious beliefs, gelatine, often 
found in sweets or cakes, is an animal derived product and therefore is 
not suitable for children who are vegetarians for cultural or religious 
reasons. 
• Healthy eating is an important message which schools deliver 
diligently, giving out sweets contradicts those important messages, 
• Schools should also be aware of the cost-of-living pressures on 
families who may find keeping up with this tradition more than usually 
challenging. 
Further help and advice can be found at Allergy guidance for schools -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

http://www.gov.uk
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WEBS I T E
INFORMATION

Visit the Student Area on our website

www.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

You can find lots of activities in the ‘All Sorts of 
Things’ section.

Daily Home Learning Plan can be found in your class 
area for pupils who are not attending school.

Student Area is 
here!

.lonsdale.herts.sch.uk

Login to find out more!

Then explore your class area and 
look at ‘Ideas Shared by and for 

Parents’.

Maybe send your feedback?


