
Learning @ Lonsdale 

Whole School 

News 

The Swimmer of the Week is Dominic for being brave and touching the pool floor with 
different body parts - well done! 

 
Please may we remind parents and carers that, in line with school policy, they should con-
tact the school admin office every day that their child is absent from school due to ill 
health.  
 
On Friday we were joined in assembly by Luke Lennon-Ford, a British sprinter who special-
ises in the 400m. He led us in a sponsored sports challenge, which every child took part in 
and had lots of fun. Congratulations to everyone for raising a total of around £630.00—a 
fantastic achievement! Congratulations also go to Ollie who raised over £150 in sponsor-
ship money—well done! Photos of this event will be uploaded to the website very soon. 
 
 
This week Miss Sumner, Mrs Ottridge and lots of other members of school staff took 5 
students from Primary, and 5 students from Secondary to Voice in a Million, which was 
held at the SSE Arena in Wembley. This was the 10th anniversary concert, which was 
founded to raise awareness for adoption and fostering. Our students had an amazing time 
joining in with the songs, and they loved dancing along with the hundreds of other chil-
dren from across the country. Thank you to the parents who came along to support, alt-
hough it was a very late night, the pupils had a wonderful time, and parents, staff and 
children thoroughly enjoyed the event. More information can be found on 
www.voiceinamillion.com with more photos appearing on our website very soon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you very much for your continued support for our weekly Cake Sales that we have 
been holding in school to raise funds for our pupils upcoming Outdoor Activity Trip. Next 
Tuesday will be our last cake sale, all pupils are invited to join staff in the school Dining 
Room to buy cakes, biscuits and of course fruit. Thank you again for your continued sup-
port . 

Weekly Newsletter: Friday 22nd March 2019 

Dates for  

your Diary 

Please see below details of sports and House events taking place this term: 
 
Tuesday 26th March - House Drama Competition  
Thursday 28th March - Youth Sports Trust Festival  
Saturday 13th July—Lonsdale Summer Festival 
 

Ash: This week Ash Class have been looking at patterns and making repeating patterns 
with collage and paints. The children have enjoyed their book of the week ‘Duck in the 
Truck’ and have also enjoyed making duck food, as well as learning about the letter ‘O’ 
and its sounds and making up stories using Beanie Babies. In Music we have been tapping 
rhythms and syllables on drums and tambourines. 
 
Birch: This week Birch Class have continued our 'Animals' topic by looking at pets and 
baby animals. In English, we finished our 'Dear Zoo' play and had a great time performing 
it to our friends in assembly! The children did a great job remembering their signs, actions 
and rhymes. In Maths we have started to learn about length and measuring, and have 
continued our individual targets for number. On Friday, we took part in the 'fitness chal-
lenge' and had a great time in the hall. We also enjoyed house drama rehearsals, and have 
seen our tadpoles grow; we can now see their mouths and eyes! Have a lovely weekend.  
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Secondary 

News 

CF: In KU this week, pupils from CF and JW have learned about the Luttrell Psalter- the Luttrell fami-
ly's book of prayers and psalms, which still exists today. They have created some interpretive illus-
trations and quotes in this style. In Science, pupils have learned about the geocentric and heliocen-
tric theories of the solar system. In Maths, they have been investigating the properties of 2D and 3D 
shapes and practising to draw them using rulers and making models from nets and modelling mate-
rial. In English, pupils read and identified words types in the poem of ‘Jabberwocky’ by Lewis Carroll. 
They tried to find some words to replace some of the 'nonsense' vocabulary. In Food Tech, pupils 
made a very seedy (literally) batch of breakfast bars - I hope they tasted as good as they smelled 
when baking! 
 
JB: In History this week, students consolidated  their learning about World War 2 by writing a letter 
to a Holocaust denier about the events of the War and the affect on the world. Students were very 
privileged to have had a visit from a Holocaust survivor talking about their experiences in Germany. 
All students were very attentive, asking some thought provoking questions. In PHSCE students creat-
ed a persuasive letter to Stevenage's MP, asking him to consider their proposal for a truly accessible 
bathroom in Stevenage. Students transferred their knowledge of persuasive writing from their Eng-
lish lessons to give a strong response to the subject matter in both, History and PHSCE.  
 
JW: The highlight of the week this week has to be the wheelchair dancing at Marriotts. Everyone in 
3JW joined in and had a great time; thank you to everyone involved in organising the event. Also this 
week, we’ve been looking at the artist Matisse and creating some colourful collages inspired by his 
work as well as making some Easter cards to send to our partner school in Germany in our Creative 
lessons. We’ve learned a little more about evolution in Science, and we found out about how fossils 
are formed. 
 
MB/SH: This week we continue to recall 'The Sword in the Stone' story. We had a go at role play, 
which the pupils enjoyed, and then we made a poster linked to last week’s party invitations. We also 
looked at a medieval banquet and made our own menus for the party food. In Science we looked at 
the fossils we made last week and then talked about old and new objects and matched the adult 
animal to baby animals. On Tuesday we were lucky enough to join the wheelchair dance with Mar-
riotts students and students from other schools. You can see from the photos that we had a fun 
time. In preparation for our Easter Journey church visit, the class has watched an animated version 
of the Easter story and used Children's Picture Bibles to identify pictures of key events in the story. 
In Maths, pupils have been working from their individual work books developing and consolidating 
number skills.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MW: In Drama this week, pupils developed their imagination by using a range of props to play differ-
ent characters such as an explorer, cheerleader, singer and different animals. This week in Maths, 
we have been working from our number workbooks, consolidating our number skills. In English we 
have made an invitation to the celebration of Arthur pulling the sword from the stone and becoming  
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Elm: This week we had a creative day at Funkie Pie, where the children played drums, made items 
for an enchanted garden, played real instruments and their electronic equivalent on their ipads. In 
Literacy we have been looking at a non-fiction book, Fish, and also writing about fish. In Maths the 
pupils have been working on 2D shape animal pictures, and in Music we listened to animal music, 
choosing instruments to match particular animals. We also took part in the Wheelchair Dance at 
Marriotts and really enjoyed making new friends. 
 
Oak: We've had a very topsy-turvey week! In Literacy we carried on writing our news stories to go in 
our newspaper ready for proofreading next week. In Numeracy we experimented with capacity and 
different containers. In PE we developed our rebound skills and in Forest Schools we made a village 
for the 'Little People' after it had been knocked down in the wind. We went into our House teams 
and practised our House Drama performances. We went for a walk round Fairlands Lakes and did 
some sports in the hall for a sponsored event.  



Upper   

BTEC Drama (some P16LH and Secondary pupils): Students have started to write their letter of appli-
cation for their written element of their Drama exam. Students have worked hard to develop their 
persuasive writing skills to evaluate their learning across the course and apply practical examples to 
their strengths in Acting.  
 
5LH: In ASDAN's 'Community Action' lesson this week, students independently designed their work-
shop activities for their Buddy Club with primary pupils; developing a range of creative and literacy 
activities deigned to develop social and communication skills. In Functional Skills, English students 
have been learning about King Arthur in preparation to write letters to persuade and letters of ap-
plication as the characters from the story.  
 
SN: In Cooking this week, students made Nachos with chick peas, cheese and black beans. Students 
also made ice-cream and chocolate profiteroles from scratch; which was a new skill for all involved. 
In Life Skills, the class developed their independent living skills by mopping and sweeping the REP 
dining room, the class also re-caped their learning about personal safety indoors by re-visiting fire 
safety and prevention. In Numeracy , students continue to develop their money skills; understand-
ing how much items cost and which money they would use to buy multiple items. In Literacy, stu-
dents developed their comprehension skills learning about 'Mulan', and in Creative the class made 
Chinese Dragons to accompany the story.  
 

 

 

 
 

REP 

This week in Rep we were learning to use Virtual Reality headsets. Mr Whitehead, Miss Rose and 
Mrs Thiele joined us on Tuesday to show us how the headsets work, how you control them, choose 
activities and put them on charge. We also found out that there are already hundreds of great re-
sources available for us to use. It was a fun session, and we will definitely use the headsets more in 
REP now. 

On Mulberry flat, the students have been making Grass Heads, and on Redwood  they have started 
a reading  session in the library on a Monday evening. The first book of choice is ‘Rat Burger’ by 
David Walliams. 

 

 

 

 

 

King!  We all went across to the wheelchair dance event and had a fabulous time with students from 
our own school, other special schools from across the County and Marriotts Sports Leaders.  We also 
had a great time at the sponsored fitness challenge on Friday.  Please can any outstanding sponsor 
money be sent into school on Monday. 
 
SP: This week in Science, we have finished our posters on how animals have adapted to their envi-
ronments and looked at how plants in the rainforest have adapted to survive. Please can all students 
bring in photos of their immediate families for Monday, as we will be looking at inherited character-
istics. Fractions have been the main topic for Maths this week, being able to work out fractions, 
from images, and then writing them correctly, we then advanced to adding fractions with the same 
denominator. In English, we finished our comic books. In Creative, the class have continued making 
their own bags and will continue looking at domestic skills, including cooking and cleaning!  We have 
started a new topic in K&U, the Romans,  last week. We looked at the story/ myth about Romulus 
and Remus, moving into who ruled Rome. In Cookery, we made some rice crispy cakes.   
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